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PUBLIC MEETING ON THE 
JAMAICA MASSACRES. 


A puBLic meeting on the subject of the 
Jamaica massacres, was held on Tuesday 
evening, the 12th ult., in Exeter Hall. It 
was convened by the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
whose views of the deep interest taken 
by the public on this important question 
were amply justified by the crowded at- 
tendance. The admission to the body of 
the Hall was free. Seats in the reserved 
portion, consisting of a section in front of 
the platform, of the side galleries, and of 
the lower and upper platforms, were ob- 
tained by tickets, on application at the 
offices of the Society, 27, New Broad Street. 
Upwards of 2000 persons applied for ad- 
mission-cards, numbers of whom could not 
be supplied ; and many bundreds besides 
‘were disappointed of access to the free seats. 
The tickets for the reserved seats were dis- 
tributed gratuitously, but price seemed to 
be no object; as much as two guineas for 
one seat having been offered, when it be- 
came evident that there would be scarcely 
a chance of obtaining a place even—as was 
imagined—by special favour. It is due to 
the Committee of Management to state, 
that no tickets were sold. 

The superintendence of the arrangements 
for the meeting devolved upon Mr. E. 
Button, who was ably seconded by Mr. 
Murphy and some thirty stewards. Extra 
police, under most intelligent officers, were 
inattendance, and it is gratifying to record, 
that the excellent combination made b 
these gentlemen for the admittance of the 
crowded audience, resulted quite satisfac- 
torily. 

Amongst the gentlemen on the platform 
we noticed the following: S. Gurney, 
Esq., M.P. ; Alderman Lusk, Esq., M.P. ; 
T, Chambers, Esq., Q.C., M.P. ; the Revs. 





F. Trsetrail (Secretary Baptist Missionary 
Scciety), W. Arthur, W. Boyce, (Secre- 
taries Wesleyan Missionary Society), F. 
Tucker, W. K. Rowe, F. Neller, Newman 
Hall, John Davies, (Walthamstow, ) Eben- 
ezer Davies, R. Vaughan Price (Brighton,) 
J. H. Hinton, H. Richard, and J. V. 
Price. G. W. Alexander, Mr. Coningham, 
(ex-M P. for Brighton,) J. Soul, W. West, 
J. Hilton, Mason Jones, W. Tweedie, H. 
Sterry, J. Barlow, G. Prichard, T. Beggs, 
Ed. Beales, G. M. Murphy, M. D. Con- 
way, William Edwards, Robert Alsup, 
Stafford Allen, Victor Schcelcher, Frederick 
Tuckett, W. E. Beal, J. Briggs, J. Berrey, 
W.S. Lean, A. W. Bennett, M.A., J. F. 
Corderoy, C. Wise, Wm. Barnard, J. Alex- 
ander, F. W. Chesson, T. C. Hine, Esqrs., 
dc. &c. Several members of the family of 
the late Hon. G. W. Gordon occupied seats 
in the side galleries. 

On the motion of the Rev. H. RicHarp, 
the chair was taken, amidst loud cheers, 
by Samvuet Gurney, Esq., M.P. 


Mr. GuRNEY said :— 


Ladies and gentlemen, I was not at all aware, 
until I came into this room, that I should 
be called upon to take the chair; but I have great 
pleasure in responding to the call, as affordin 
me an opportunity of entering my practica 
protest against the character of the proceed- 
ings in Jamaica, and as an indication of my desire 
that justice should be done. I have seen in 
the Pall-Mall Gazette, an article referring to 
the deputation which waited upon Mr. Cardweil 
on Saturvay last, and stating that it was noisy 
and ill-behaved. 1 desire to say, having intro- 


Y | duced that deputation to Mr. Cardwell, that that 


statement is not correct. I wish also to contra- 
dict the assertion, that on that occasion it was 
said that Governor Eyre should be hanged by the 
neck. That expression, so faras I know, was not 
used. I declare the business of the evening to be 
commenced, and shall now call upon the Secre- 
tary to read the letters which he has received, 
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The Sxorerary then came forward, and 
read the following letters : 


* S. Véron, Avignon, Dec. 8, 1865. 

«Dear Sir,—I highly applaud the course whieh 
your “ociety has taken on the subject of the hor- 
rors committed in Jamaica, and if I were in 
England, I should attend the meeting on Tues- 
day. 

There is little danger that a Government, con- 
taining such men as some Of the present ministers, 
will defend or uphold the savage deeds which 
have been perpetrated, or absolutely screen the 

rpetrators. But there is always danger from 

uman weakne:s: there is danger lest the sym- 
pathies of a Government, with its agents, should 
enable the guilty to get off with mere disavowal 
and rebuke, or some almost nominal punish- 
ment. 1 earnestly hope that the nation will not 
allow justice to be thus trifled with, but will in- 
sist on a solemn judicial trial of the Governor of 
Jamaica, and of all under his orders who have 
been guilty of hanging or flogging alleged rebels 
without trial. - 

** The commander of one of Her Majesty’s 
ships, if his ship .is lost, though no one accuse, 
though no one even suspect him of being to 
blame, must, by an inexorable rule, be tried by 
court-martial, as if he were the guiltiest of men, 
that a competent judicial authority may deter- 
mine whether he has committed any offence. 
And shall the authors of deeds which scarcely 
any conceivable excuse that could be made for 
them would prevent from being a lasting dis- 
grace to the country, not be subjected to a similar 
ordeal ? 

** lo those who object that men ought not to 
be judged without a hearing, I answer, that we do 
not judge them; we demand that they should be 
judged. 

“Tam, Dear Sir, 
* Yours very sincerely, 
“ (signed) J.S. Mri.” 


** 8, Old Square, Lincoln's Inn, 
Dec. 7, 1865. 

** Sir,—I have to give a lecture at Herne Hill 
on Tuesday evening, and shall therefore be un- 
able to attend the meeting in Exeter Hall, to 
which you ask me. 

** Of course I am in favour of a searching in- 
quiry (to advocate which I understand from 
— note to be the purpose of the meeting). I 

ope, however, that before the meeting Lord 
Russell will have formally pledged the Govern- 
ment to such an inquiry. 
*“T am yours faithfully, 
** THos. HuGHEs.” 


“‘ Bedwell Park, Hatfield, Herts, 
9th Dec. 1865. 

“Mr. Robert Culling Hanbury, M.P., presents 
his compliments to the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, and fears that 
it will be out of his power to be present at the 
meeting to be held in Exeter Hall on Tuesday 
evening next, he having a special engagement in 
the country on the same day; but he begs to 
as -ure the Committee that he is most anxious that 
a searching inquiry should be made into the 
abuses which may have uuvhappily led to the re- 
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cent outbreak and consequent massacres in 
Jamaica, and he trusts, for the sake of all parties, 
that Her Majesty’s Government will grant that 
inquiry without delay.” 


“9, Great George Street, Westminster, S.W. 
: 9th Dec. 1865. 

“ Dear Sir,—I regret that it will not be in 
Sir Morton Peto’s power to attend the meeting at 
Exeter Hall on Tuesday next, as he has a public 
engagement in the country on that day, which he 
cannot alter. 

“I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 
+ W. W. Bayyes.” 


‘* Monday. 

“ My dear Sir,—I think it best toconfine my- 
self to the Freemasons’ Tavern meeting on the 
present question. My view is, that the cause will 
be most effectually served by bringing out fresh 


speakers if possible, at each meeting, and in not. 
giving our opponents any pretext for calling the- 


movement that of a limited section or body. 
‘** Yours most truly, 
“W. T. M. Torrens.” 


* Fox Warren, Cobham, 
Friday. 
‘* My dear Sir,—As I take the chair on Tues- 


day week, and spoke at Hughes’ dinner, and. 


wrote to the Z'imes, and propose to write again, I 
thiuk it will add no weight whatever if 1 speak 
on Tuesday. I would make any sacrifice if I 


thought it would do good; but I think it would: 


do none whatever, but rather the reverse. 


** Yours very truly, a 
“ C, Buxton. 


“ Brick Lane, Dee. 9. 
“ Dear Sir,—As I intend to take part in a 
meeting in the city, which I hear is to succeed 


yours shortly, I think I shall not attend the- 


Exeter-Hall meeting on the 12th. 
* Yours truly, 
 'T. FowEeL.t Buxton.” 


‘¢ Windsor, December 9th. 

“ Sir,—I regret to say that I cannot attend 
the meeting at Exeter Hall on Tuesday next, 
because with the very imperfect information we. 

ossess as to the real state of affairs in Jamaica, 
I do not think that public discussion of cireum- 
stances which have recently occurred there can 
be attended with any advantageous results, I 
shall reserve my opinion until sufficient time has 
elapsed for all the facts to be known, and for all 
the evidence connected with them to be sifted, and 
I shall then give expression to it by my vote im 
Parliament. 

**T am Sir, your obedient servant, 
“ R. W. Grosvenor.” 


‘* 11, Bolton Street. 

‘* Sir,— I have been favoured with your invita- 
tion to attend the meeting at Exeter Hall on the 
12th inst., but being most anxious that justice 
should be done respecting the recent occurrences 
in Jamaica, I think I shall best qualify myself 


PL) Gener 





REE PERI RES aa MREE: fens 


APTI, hos ad 


NbEENE NL He 


7 SABRE 


Sl el 








RIAA a7 > tt 


7 SORES RERUSE mg cSt Be 


ARS erate 





JAN. 15, 1866. ] 


for the discharge of my duty in that behalf by 
abstaining from the expression of my opinion on 
the subject until | am in possession of the authentic 
information which it seems to be the intention of 
Government to lay before Parliament as soon as 
it meets. 
‘I am, Sir, yours very obediently, 
‘© A, AYRTON.” 


** Broom Hill, Tunbridge Wells, 
Dec. 12th, 1865." 

* Dear Sir,—I regret being unable to attend 
your meeting this evening. ‘Ihe recent occur- 
rences at Jamaica demand a full and searching 
inquiry, especially into the circumstances of 
bringing Gordon and other civilians within the 
jurisdiction of martial law. Iam glad to observe 
that Her Majesty’; Government have assented to 
the principle of a full and impartial ingniry. 

** IT am, your obedient servant, 
** Davip SaLomons.” 


** Clapham, S., Dec. 9th, 1865. 

“ Dear Sir,—I very greatly sympathize with 
the object of your propesed meeting on Tuesday 
next, but am quite unable to attend, having an 
engagement myself that evening. 


**T am, yours truly, 
“CC. H. SpurGEon.” 


The Secretary stated that the letter 
he was about to read was from Professor 
Goldwin Smith, who had been unable to 
attend the Deputation to Ministers last 
Saturday, but who desired that his views 
on this subject should be understood. It 
was as follows : 


** Oxford, December 8th, 1865. 

*‘ Dear Sir,—I am very sorry to be prevented 
from attending the deputation to ministers on 
the subject of the events in Jamaica. 

“The barbaritits which have been avowedly 
committed, and of which some of the perpetra- 
tors talk with a brutal levity that reminds us of 
the worst episodes of the French revolution, 
would, if measures were not taken to clear this 
couatry of complicity, condemn the voice of Eng- 
land, so often uplifted for right and mercy, to a 
shameful silence henceforth in the moral coun- 
cils of the wor'd. 

“It is not to be supposed that the honourable 
and humane men, of whom our Government 
consists, will fail to render to the national ho- 
nour, and to humanity, the satistaction which is 
so manifestly due. They, above all Englishmen, 
must teel, and desire to put away the reproach 
which is being cast upon us by the whole civil- 
ized world. But there is evidently a certain 
amount of unsound opinion, in particular circles, 
against the influence of which the Government 
may require to be supported by the sounder por- 
tion of the people. 

* There is one part of these transactions, to 
the gravity aud the dangerous tendencies of 
which the nation in general seems, even now, not 
to be fully alive—I mean the execution of Mr. 


Gordon, after a mock trial under colour of mar- 
tial law. 
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«© A British citizen, and a member of a Bri- 
tish Legislature, living under the protection of 
the same laws which guard the lives and liber- 
ties of us all, is seized by an officer of the Crown, 
to whom his political conduct has rendered him 
obnoxious, forcibly deported into a district where 
that officer himself had proclaimed martial law, 
there handed over to three youths, wholly inca- 
pable of conducting a judicial investigation, even 
if their passions had not been inflamed as they 
were, aud, upon their sentence, put to a felon’s 
death. We have the facts of the case under the 
Governor’s own hand. There is no Englishman 
worthy of the name who is not filled with indig- 
nation at this great outrage upon the fundamen- 
tal laws and liberties of England. 

“Mr. Gordon’s guilt, if it could be satisfac- 
torily proved, the chief witnesses in his favour 
having probably perished, would not lessen the 
criminality or the dangerous consequences of 
putting a British citizen to death without the 
lawful judgment of his peers. If the Governor 
possessed sufficient evidence to procure a legal 
conviction, his violation of the law was all the 
more gratuitous and insulting. 

“The Petition of Right, the cherished and 
honoured fruit of a noble struggle for constitu- 
tional liberty, and the complement of the Great 
Charter, solemnly restrains the Crown from 
setting aside the legal courts of justice by com- 
missions of martial law, and secures to every 
British citizen, however weak, however sus- 
pected, however obnoxious to the Crown or to its 
ministers, fair trial by his peers. We should 
forfeit not only all security for personal liberty, 
but all security for the existence of a free consti- 
tution, if, when misgovernment had bred disaffee- 
tion, and disaffection had led to tumult, trial by 
jury could be suspended, on pretence of State 
necessity, by martial law arbitrarily administered 
by the officers of the Crown. 

** Can it be alleged that the principles asserted 
in the Petition of Right, do not extend to the case; 
of Englishmen in our free colonies? Can it be 
doubted that the high-handed violation of these 
principles in the colonies would ultimately sub- 
vert their sanctity at home? 

‘“* Already there is enough to shew us that this 
is not a mere Jamaica question. A portion, 
both of the political and of the clerical press 
in this country, in commenting on these events, 
has betrayed an unmistakeable sympathy with 
the exertion of arbitrary power. There is a 
party among us, both politieal and ecclesiastical, 
which has never cordially accepted the princi- 
ples of a free constitution, and in whose mind 
the success of lawless violence on the Continent 
has, perhaps, begun to re-awaken long-dormant 
thoughts. Writers of this party are scoffing, in 
tones long ago familiar in evil times, at the 
protection afforded to the life of a British citizen 
by what they call the ‘ chicaneries of law.’ 

“Our army is being inured to acting as the 
minister of wholesale executions (a use to 
which the sword of a soldier should never be put) 
in India and other dependencies ; and its charac— 
ter is evidently beginning to undergo a formida- 
ble change. 

**When Strafford attempted to subvert the 
laws of England, and to set up martial law in 
their place, he commenced his operations in a 
dependency, and one as remote, politically speak- 
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ing, from England in those days, as Jamaica is 
now. 

* Labour questions may arise here as well as 
in Jamaica; and here, too, the passions of classes 
may be influenced by the discussion. It is the 
stedfast maintenance of trial by jury, in political 
cases, that has prevented our political contests 
from degenerating into civil war. 

“We are called upon once more to uphold 
the rights of Englishmen assailed by arbitrary 
power—safely assailed, as the wielders of that 
power suppose, in a place removed from the eye 
of the English public, at a time of confusion, and 
in the person of a black man. Our forefathers 
who won the Great Charter and the Petition of 
Right, have left us an ample heritage of liberty, 
but upon condition that, like them, we shall 
guard it well. 

*¢T am, dear Sir, 
* Yours faithfully, 
“ GoLDWIN SMITH.” 


Mr. ConincHaM, late M.P. for Brighton, 
came forward, amidst loud cheers, to move 
the first resolution, which was as follows : 


‘That this meeting deeply deplores and con- 
demns the violent proceedings of the coloured 
eople at Morant Bay on the Ilth of October 
fast, which resulted in the death of sixteen white 
persons; at the same time it would record its 
opinion, that these outrages were the immediate 
consequence of the grossest provocation, and that 
the moral responsibility of the sacrifice of life 
which ensued, rests upon those who commanded 
the armed force to fire into the multitude. This 
meeting is further of opinion, that whilst no 
evidence has been produced of any conspiracy 
whatever against the whites, on the part of the 
blacks,—an opinion confirmed by the assertion 
of Lieutenant-Governor Eyre, that there was no 
organization amongst the alleged rebels—the 
means adopted to restore order in the disturbed 
district, were characterized by a severity totally 
unjustifiable, most revol.ing to humanity, and 
calculated to bring the national character into 
disrepute throughout the civilized world.’ 

He said: ** Mr. Chairman, Ladies, and Gentle- 
men, when I left home this morning, iv order to 
take, as | anticipated, a very humble part in this 
great meeting this evening, I was prepared to 
come here merely to echo the indignant cry for 
justice of a great people who were unwilling to 
incur the responsibility of the crimes of i:divi- 
duals, and were resolved to clear themselves from 
the national guilt and ignominy of these massa- 
cres. Since then, gentiemen, au important in- 
cident has taken place. ‘This morning I had the 
honour to form part of a deputation from Brigh- 
ton, also accompanied by the two sitiing mem- 
bers, to Earl Russell, for the purpose of present- 
ing to him a petition, requesting that Governor 
Eyre should be brought to justice, but not, gen- 
tlemen, by the form of trial which he a ‘opted in 
the cause of our unfortunate countrymen. | trust 
that he will be tried by a jury of his countrymen, 
and that, if he be found guilty of the murder of 
George William Gordon and others, he aud those 
who aided him and abetted him .shall receive 
their just meed of punishment. We are asked 
by some to suspend our jud. ment. Have we not 
the public document of Government Eyre himself 
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which forms the hideous foreground of the ghastly 
picture, the background being filled up uncon- 
sciously by the instruments who executed his 
execralle will? What is it these gentlemen who 
ask us to suspend our judgment want to know? 
Do they want to know whether, a'ter torturin 

their victims, they devoured them like cannibals 

—for there really was nothing worse for them 
left to do after what they had done, Such a 
monstrous series of transactions I think never ~ 
has been recorded in English history, and I trust 
that this country will free itse!f of any guilt in 
the matter. The incident I refer to has seri- 
ously changed the aspect of affairs, for Earl 
Russell, in his reply, stated that Governor Eyre 
would be suspended. The reply of Earl Russell 
was the reply of a constitutional minister who 
would allow no chance of a second violation of 
the constitution. I heartily concur in the sen- 
timents contained in the letters that have been 
read to you this evening. I will venture to call 
your attention to one point that has been al- 
luded to, and that is the execution of Mr. Gor- 
don. It is quite unnecessary for me to repeat 
the details of the circumstances that have taken 
place, but I may remind you that if he had been 
tried by a jury of his fellow-countrymen in Ja- 
maica, and convicted and ;unished, he could not 
have been executed for that treason of which he 
was accused. | believe the only punishment that 
could be inflicted upon him, if found guilty, 
would have been fine and imprisonment. And 
these illegal means were called into action to 
secure a conviction. But we are told that the 
Government has decided upon issuing a commis- 
sion, which is to proceed to Jamaica to investi- 
gate the state of affairs in that island and to in- 
quire into the late nefarious transactions. I am 
sorry to say that the prospect thus held out is 
not altogether satisfactory; for, by the strangest 
of decision, as I must call it, a Governor of 
Malta has been recalled for the purpose of pro- 
ceeding to Jamaica to try another Governor. I 
must repeat, that this investigation can only be 
preliminary, and that the ulterior object that 
we, as a nation, should hold in view is, that the 
Governor of Jamaica shou'd be brought to trial 
before a jury. This question has been so tho- 
roughly ventilated, and so ably discussed by many 
public journals, which have done themselves ho- 
nour on this occasion, that I will not detain you 
by entering into details, but will content myself 
by moving the resolution which has been placed in 
my hands. I will only further add, that Earl Rus- 
sell this morning read some extracts from docu- 
ments in his possession, not in palliation, but in 
some kind of extenuation, of proceedings which 
the noble lord did not himself for one moment 
attempt to defend. The only addition to the in- 
formation already received was, that when the 
attack was made upon the Court-house, accord- 
ing to the statement of Earl Russell’s informant, 
the blacks had thrown stones at the volunteers 
who were drawn up before the Court-house, 
whereupon they fired into the mass of the people, 
killing and wounding many, which led to the 
dreadful massacre that took place. I ask you, 
ladies and gentlemen, whether, if every thing 
that has been stated by the friends of Governor 
Eyre be true, if there was a conspiracy against 
the.whites, yet when all resistance had ceased, 
and not even a soldier was wounded during the 
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dreadful scenes which afterwards ensued, there 
can be any justification for the exercise of such 
brutal ferocity? I trust you will carry this re- 
solution unanimously, so as to confirm the Go- 
vernment in its good resolution, and so that 
justice at last shall be done in this matter.” 


Mr. G. W. ALEXANDER, Treasurer of the 
Anti-Slavery Society, said: 

“TI feel that in taking any part in this 
meeting it is very important that nothing 
shall be done that shall in any degree sanction 
the idea of judging without proper evidence. 
The occasion on which we are met I judge 
to be one of great sclemnity. It is an oc- 
casion on which we have to seek that the justice 
and the honour of our country, and the welfare 


of its distant colonies, shall be maintained. I 


have observed, on the part of not a very few 
writers — including some of our leading news- 
papers—who accuse those connected with the 
Anti-Slavery Suciety, and those belonging to cer- 
tain religious bodies in this country, with a very 
large amount of obliquity in looking at these 
matters, a desire to fasten upon us the charge of 
looking only to the interests of the negro, and of 
having no regard whatever to the character and 
interests of the whites. I deny the imputation. 
On the other band, it does seem to me, that, in 
many of these newspapers, a course most cruelly 
opposed to the interests of the negro has been 
adopted from the very first. Have they not con- 
demued, almost wholly without evidence, the 
negro as a man wholly unfit to be trusted, a man 
ready at every moment for every kind of crime? 
Have they not spoken of him in such a way as 
would lead our brethren in the United States of 
America, now happily almost entirely a free 
country, to place no confidence in the free 
coloured population of that country? It appears 
to me that a very different lesson is taught by 
the circumstances that have lately taken place in 
Jamaica. That lesson I judge to be, that, in the 
first place, it is a matter of indispensable im- 
portance, and a great Christian duty, that we 
should do all that we possibly can to raise the 
character of those who have been emancipated— 
that we should do all we can, by means of edu- 
cation and religious instruction, to raise them to 
a standard with those who have been free during 
a period of many years. It is unreasonable to 
expect, that all at once they should assume all 
that character which belongs to those who have 
had the immense privileges that many of us 
possess. I hope that one effect which the late 
transactions in Jamaica will have upon the reli- 
gious public of this country will be, that we shall 
be more than ever earnest in promoting the 
cause of education and of religion in those colo- 
nies. I confess such is the effect which has been 
produced on my own mind, that if I have given 
some small sums of money in times past for the 
purpose of promoting negro education and reli- 
gion in the West Indies, I will do ten times more 
in the future. There is another lesson, it seems 
to me, taught by the pro eedings in Jamaica, and 
that is, that it is exceedingly unsafe to place in 
the hands of men such as those who have the rule 
in Jamaica the power that they possess. They 
are, in many instances, the déscendants of those 
who have been slavemasters. They are persons 
possessing a character very different indeed from 
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the gentlemen of England. I believe it will be 
found on inquiry that they have done very little, 
and almost nothing, to promote the education of 
those poor people whom they revile. I believe it 
will be found that they have done scarcely any 
thing to promote the religious improvement of 
the people, and yet they are ready to pounce 
upon them at the first moment that they commit 
an act of indiscretion and even of wickedness. It 
seems to me that we have had as little evidence 
as it is possible to have, with regard to the guilt 
attributed to the negroes of the West Indies, of 
an extended insurrection. For my own part, I do 
not believe it in the least degree. ‘There has been 
evidence, indeed, of a riot, and that seems to me 
to be very nearly all; and it is not a little re- 
markable, that while the Governor sends long 
despatches telling of all the deeds of cruelty com- 
mitted by the troops to whom he entrusted the 
charge of repressing this so-called insurrection, 
there has not been a particle of evidence, that I 
have seen, with regard to a genera! insurrection 
in the island. And what is the evidence fur- 
nished by Governor Eyre and _ bis subordinates ? 
Governor Eyre, in the course of his long despatch, 
tells us that certain parties have becn the prin- 
cipal cause of the insurrection that has taken 
place in the island of Jamaica. But to what 
does he mainly attribute it? To the letter of 
Dr. Underhill and a certain document that was 
published by G. W. Gordon. Now I have seen 
nothing in Dr. Underhill’s letter that in any de- 
gree supports that accusation. I have seen 
nothing in the proclamation issued by Gordon 
that supports the accusation against him. I be- 
lieve they are both equally unfounded. But 
Governor Eyre, not content with this, wishes to 
charge upon a certain portion of the religious 
public in England, and those whom he is pleased 
to call pseudo-philanthropists—a term much 
more befitting the pen of a slaveholder than the 
pen of a British Governor—that they were parties 
who had sanctioned and promoted all these pro- 
ceedings. It is hardly necessary that I should 
appeal to this meeting as to whether they betieve 
such a statement. Governor Eyre also charged 
a large part of the Missionaries in Jamaica with 
being the cause of these dreadful proceedings. 
As one who has visited many of the West-India 
islands, I rejoice to be able to give my testimony 
that these Missionaries are worthy of all honour. . 
They are men who have left their country and 
hazarded their lives in ord: r to preach the Gospel. 
I believe that for nearly the whole of the civili- 
zation that Jamaica and our other West-India 
colonies possess we are indebted to these reviled 
ministers of religion. _I say that such language 
on the part of the Governor of Jamaica alone 
shews, in my estimation, that he is wholly unfit 
for the high office of Governor of that island. 
With regard to G. W. Gordon, it has been 
already stated to this meeting that he was tried 
by a court-martial consisting of three young 
officers. [A Voice: * Boys.”] I have lately 
been locking over proceedings of a somewhat 
similar character that took place during the 
period of Slavery in our West-India colonies, 
when a Missionary, belonging to the London 
Missionary Society, died in a prison, after having 
been condemned to death. What were the cir- 
cumstances under which the death of that de- 
voted Missionary took lace? They were not 
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half so bad as in the case of G. W. Gordon. 
Why? Because G. W. Gordon’s trial was a 
matter of two or three hours only. He was tried 
on the Saturday, and put to death on the Mon- 
day morning. He was only informed of the 
sentence that had been passed upon him one hour 
before his death took place, and then he was not 
allowed to see the Wesleyarf Missionary who re- 
sided at Morant Bay. I confess I never heard 
of such proceedings before, and I hope I shal! 


‘never hear of such proceedings again. And who 


was this George W. Gordon? I believe he wasa 
Christian man. His greatest crime was that he 
loved his people too well, and for this he was con- 
demned to a bloody death. Can any man read 
the letter which he wrote to his wife immediately 
before his execution, and believe he deserved a 
felon’s death? A small portion of the island of 
Jamaica was placed under martial Jaw, and in 
this district men were hunted like wild beasts, 
and destroyed without any evidence of their 
guilt, and, moreover, men, women, and children 
were cruelly flogged. Can we, with all these 
facts before us, shut our eyes, and say, “ We 
cannot form any judgment, because all the evi- 
dence is not before us.” I say, all the evidence 
we have is against the Government and against 
the Governor. It is against all those who were 
engaged in the suppression of the so-called re- 
bellion. I will not trespass further on the at- 
tention of this meeting. 1 can most heartily 
and most conscientiously second this motion, be- 
lieving as I do, that in it is involved the character 
of England and our duty as Christian men; and 
if we are Christian men, we certainly ought not 
to sleep in our beds without first uttering our 
most earnest and passionate protests against such 
proceedings.” 


The Secrerary said: “ Mr. Chairman, la- 
dies, and gentlemen, I did not desire to put 
myself forward on this occasion. As Secre- 
tary of the Anti-Slavery Society, I felt it was 
not my duty to speak. But it is my duty, it 
has been my duty, and it sholl be my duty, to 
watch this question very closely. I do not stand 
here to appeal to you in the name of my mur- 
dered friend Gordon. This is not a question that 
ought to be reduced to the simple proportions of 
a single individual. It is not even a question 
of the lives of those hundreds of our fellow- 
creatures, black in skin, but with human hearts, 
who bave been ruthlessly thrust out of the 
world by the sanguinary mandate of an irre- 
sponsible Governor. (* Hear, hear.’ * No! no!’) 

our reply admonishes me that I have committed 
anerror. Your reply tells me he is responsible— 
responsible to public opinion. [A voice: ‘ We 
will hang him too.”] Leave hanging to despots. 
It is not, I say, because Mr. Gordon was my 
friend that I stand here, but I feel compelled to 
come forward because I fear this question is 
likely to be curtailed to unnatural limits. I want 
you to understand that this question involves 
grave constitutional principles. We remember, 
not so many years ago, the outcry in this country 
because of certain occurrences in a neighbouring 
country not a hundred miles distant. ‘There, in 
the dead of night, peaceful citizens were sud- 
denly awakened from their sleep by the fire of 
dropping musketry or of platoons, and on the 
morrow there were certain citizens the less. 
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People called that a coup d'état. There has been 
one in Jamaica. It has been very truly said 
that another and a deeper question underlies this 
one—the right of every man to be tried by a jury 
of his peers. Loud cheers.) It is stated that we 
have told untruths in our narration of events. I 
declare publicly on this platform, and it has been 
my privilege to state publicly in print, that we 
place most implicit reliance upon that narration 
as it appeared—that the riot at Morant Bay was 
nothing but a riot. We assert that there is no 
evidence whatever to prove that it was a con- 
spiracy, the result of a conspiracy, or the pre- 
mature outbreak of a conspiracy. We have 
asserted that opinion, and we may take it that 
upon those who are to proceed to the scena of 
action must rest the responsibility of disproof. 
As one of those who went up with the deputation 
on Saturday, I am bound to confess that I came 
away most deeply depressed and greatly disap- 
pointed. This is not the time, I contend, to 
stand upon niceties to couciliate opinion. I hold 
reticence in a public minister to be a necessary 
virtue; but there are cases when reticence is 
not only needless, but absolutely imprudent— 
dangerous, indeed, in the presence of a great 
public agitation which, I venture to say, will not, 
in the present instance, subside until justice 
be done. I say it here, as my most solemn 
conviction, that if Government had not al- 
ready partially committed itself to an approval of 
those proceedings, it would have been too glad 
to state—(‘ No, no,’ from Mr. Alexander —how- 
ever little, something which should tend to allay 
the prevalent exc tement. [‘The speaker handed 
to Mr. Alexander a letter.] I do not speak al- 
together without authority. A Government, how- 
ever, may commit a false step, but a Government 
may also be admouished to fali back; and if in 
this case the Government has not already com- 
mitted itself, | say it is our duty to keep it 
from doing so. I must ask you to bear with 
me one moment more. I have a letter written 
to me by the late Mr. Gordon. I will not read 
it unless amdesired. (*Readit.’) This letter 
was written to me in December last, and I refer 
to it for the sake of shewing that Mr. Gordon 
was cognisant of abuses which he sought to 
remedy iu aconstitutional way. Goveinor lyre 
knew the man he had to deal with; an un- 
flinching patriot who would not see an abuse 
without trying to expose it; and thus there is 
established evidence of an animus on the part of 
the Gove: nor, which it is very important to bear 
in mind if we are to have an impartial investi- 
gation. At least it should have its due weight. 
Gordon wrote to me, hoping I should do my poor 
best to promote a redress of the grievances of 
which he complains. (* Read, read, read.’) Well, 
if you wish it, 1 will read the bill of indictment 
which Mr. Gordon preterred against Governor 
Kyre— 
‘ Jamaica, 24th Decemb r, 1864. 
‘My dear Sir, — The state of matters here 
remains deplorable, and under Mr. Eyre, as 
Governor, they must get worse. He disregards 
all principles of propriety in his government, 
and, indeed, becomes indecent and dishonest. 
‘Moneys granted by the Assembly to repair 
the King’s Huuse, &c., he has diverted to the 
resins of a piano for his family, and, on its 
eing detected, he has paid back the money. 
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Some of his supplies which come out he has had 
smuggled through the Customs, and this has to 
be inquired into and exposed. 

‘ He puts law at defiance, and orders or makes 

ants to his favourites. 

‘He reports unfaithfully certain matters in 
order to suit his own purpose. 

‘He is deaf to representations against the 
wrong and oppressive conduct of the magistrates 
in certain cases. 

‘He makes no effort for general education 
and improvement, and yet he wishes the poor, 
ignorant, half-starved negroes to be whipped, and 
subject to the treadmill, crank, and shot drill ; 
and even now, without authority, he is working 
the convicts in iron shackles and rice bag, on the 
public roads and other works, and has reduced 
their diet to an extent which must be injurious. 

‘Now, when we reflect that many of these 
poor people are improperly convicted and heavily 
sentenced by the oppressing magistracy, and 
that, on the whole, they are a good people, nay, 
many of them religious, it is sad to think that, 
torn from their families wrongfully, they are to 
return dejected, weakened, and perhaps, for after 
life, all but useless, by reason of hard treatment 
and iron sores. 

‘Yet such is the state of Jamaica at present 
under Mr. Eyre. 

‘It would be well if some benevolent-hearted 
friend would yet persevere in the good work of 
faith, and call at the Colonial Office for informa- 
zion on these points. They cannot truthfully 
be denied. 

‘May it please God to grant some relief in 
this way, and rid this poor country of Mr. Eyre’s 
misrule! I have no time to add further, but I 
could furnish a little book. With best wishes, 
and compliments of the season, 

*I remain, dear Sir, 
* Your’s sincerely, 


(Signed) Gro. W. Gorpon. 


“T leave that letter with the press. In con- 
clusion, I would state, and I do it emphatically, 
that we must continue this agitation upon the 
broadest possible principles, until justice be 
done.” 

The CyHarrman put the motion to the 
meeting, amidst loud shouts of ‘* All, all.” 
At the same time a host of hands was 
raised. 

A Mr. Harris, of Threadneedle-street, 
here presented himself, uninvited, and 
claimed a right to address the meeting be- 
fore the motion was declared carried. He 
was met by considerable opposition, and it 
was not until the Chairman, the Secretary, 
and other gentlemen had interposed on his 
behalf that he was enabled to. gain the 
nearing which he demanded. He said : 

** As one of this meeting, I claim your atten- 
tion. I protest against the motion being carried 
in this manner, without my being allowed to 
speak to it. (Applause and uproar.) 


§® Mr. ALEXANDER here stepped forward 
and said : 


“I hope that, as Englishmen we shall be 
willing to hear any thing in opposition to what 
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has been said in support of the motion which has 
just been carried. I do not think it wou'd be 
creditable to us to refuse to hear what Mr. Harris 
has to say, provided he speaks at moderate length 
and in a proper tone. 


Mr. Harris, resuming his observations 
amid some cheers, said : 


**I do not intend to occupy more than a few 
minutes of your time. After the expressions I 
have heard, | shoul: be sorry to leave this meeting 
without coming on the platform to state that L 
for one disagree with them. | disagree with them 
upon principle. I do not think it is right for us to 
judge the conduct of Governor Eyre. The Govern- 
ment of this country have promised an investiga= 
tion. An investigation is necessary, and it will 
take place; but I am surprised to find that the 
gentlemen who have preceded me do not appear to 
have any sympathy for those unfortunate whites. 
There was a rebellion, and meetings such as this 
are likely to do considerably more harm than 
good. (A Voice, ‘Claptrap.’) I believe the ex- 
pressions that have been made use of on this plat- 
1orm and other platforms to be circulated amongst 
the West-India Islands will tend to produce re=- 
bellion there. (Laughter and cheers.) There 
ought to be justice for the whites as well as for 
the blacks. [The speaker at length desisted from 
his attempt to get the ear of the meeting, and 
retired from the front of the platform.] 


The CuarrMan formally declared the re- 
solution to be carried. 

The Rev. W. ArtHuur then rose to move 
the next resolution. He said: 


“TI did not know, Sir, that I should have the 
honour of moving this resolution. However, I 
proceed to perform that duty. ‘The resolution is 
in these words : 


‘ That this meeting hereby records its indignant 
protest against the violations of law and justice, 
as exemp ified in the case of the late Hon. 3. W. 
Gordon, the indiscriminate massacres of numbers 
of unarmed and unresisting people, and the whole= 
sale executions and floggings which have taken 
place under cover of martial law ; and it declares 
it to be the bounden duty of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment not only to institute the full, oe 
and independent inquiry which has been promised, 
but, as a preliminary step. to advise the Crown to 
refuse its sanction to any Indemnity Bill, imme- 
diately to recall Governor Eyre, and to suspend 
all officers implicated in the recent proceedings, 
with a view to satisfy the requirements of justice, 
by bringing them to public trial in this country.” 


“Sir, if you and the meeting will indulge me, 
my observations shall be directed to a single 
aspect of the events we are here to deplore, 
namely, their bearing on the moral influence of 
England. We have a nome. Our arms are 
strong, but our moral i: fluence has been stronger. 
Our territory is wide, but the realm over which 
English opinion waves its beneficent sceptre 18 
far wider than that over which our flag has ever 
floated. To me nothing is more sacred than the 
moral influence of my co ntry. Among many 
various races, and under many a flag, I have been 
called to put that gevtle influence to the proof, 
and often have its effects made me thank God for 








A 
A 
i] 
ul 
E 


8 ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 


my birthright. Sometimes it may have nourished 
my pride, but sometimes it has made me see with 
joy the prolific power of goodness. In a Hindoo 
Village, in the midst of an outcry agaist a land- 
tex, | have heard one of the natives remind his 
countrymen of the protection which British good- 
ness afforded to Hindoos, and that protection he 
contrasted with the cruelties inflicted by Tippoo. 
1 have heard a Bedouin say, ‘1 wish you could 
take this boy to England, for there he would grow 
wise, but if left in India he will grow up like a 
wild ass.’ I have heard a Parsee merchant tell 
of two youths who wished to learn as much 
English as would qualify them for clerkships at 
Cape Coast Castle. They obtained a copy of the 
New Testament. They discussed its meaning, 
and at sunset they went downto the sea shore, 
and, turning their faces towards England, they 
prayed that God would send them a teacher to 
tell them the meaning of the book. I have seen 
men hunted from territory to territory, but now, 
thank (God, Holland and America have bid the 
bondsmen go free, and Enyland led the way. Well, 
now, do not these events tell upon the moral in- 
fluence of England? Do they not touch the 
honour of our arms? I am always ready to 
uncover to the humblest man that has stood to be 
shot for his country. 1 feel that any man that 
bore the shock of Inkermann has done for his 
country what I never did. I feel that the true 
British soldier is an honour to us all. Now, 
I hold in my hai d a note from a general officer 
who wears his star, and who came of a stock 
that has given England already oue field-marshal, 
and what des he say of the events we are dis- 
cussing? (Cries of * Name.’) No, no; it is a 
private note to myself, and the writer is at a 
great distance. He says— (Cries of * Name’) 
After some interruption the speaker went on to 
say: We have had despatches from military 
officers at different times. They have told us 
how force met force. But now we have despatches 
reporting not how force has met force, but how un- 
armed men and women have been shot lest they 
should rise in rebellion. At this moment there 
is not a convent in Rome, or a brigand squad in 
Naples, or a saloon or coffee-house on the Con- 
tinent, in which enemies of Iingland are not 
pointing to Governor Kyre and his co-adjutors as 
models of British officers. If these men have a 
place amongst British officers so had Hunchback 
a place amongst British piinces. Is British rule 
to be maintained by massacring for precaution ? 
I care little for what the Colonial Standard, but 
I care every thing for what ingland says. Ac- 
cording to the despatches the facts are very 
simple. There was a collision~ eighteen white 
people were mu dered. I condemn that atrocity 
as much as any man. But how many lives 
would even Russia have sacrificed by way of 
vengeance for these eighteen murders? ‘Ihe 
mob was said to have been 600. ‘There were 300 
also seen in a crowd, andif the 300 were added to 
the 600. would that be enough? What do the 
destroyers themselves say? ‘hey say that in all 
probability 300J—but certainly 2000 —people 
have becn killed. I would make myself the near 
relation of the King of Dahomey were I to say 
that 1010 might be slain for vengeance, but that 
was not deemed enough, and the dead bodies of at 
least avother thousand corrupt the air. What 
have they done? When we ask what these people 
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have done, the cry is, Wait for evidence. The 
people who say so, not only call themselves men, 
but Englishmen; and yet they dare to affront 
Europe and sap the fcundation of the empire of 
Kngland over all its subject races, by laying down 
the dogma of massacre by way of precaution. 
Christian men of England, is that dogma to be 
stamped with Queen Victoria’s head on English 
go'd? Will it be said that it is lawful in 
Jamaica, and worthy to be vindicated in London, 
to put to death in the month of October hundreds 
upon hundreds of people because it is alleged that 
these hundreds of people were going to raise an 
insurrection at Christmas? If England adopts 
that principle into her morals, let her prepare for 
a proscription, for ten times your army now will 
not hold your empire for a year. I have heard 
less powerful races than our own declare that 
when they met British officers in arms they were 
hopeless, but when they met them without arms 
they felt that the sword of the British officer was 
their shield. That is the true character of the 
British soldier. ‘That is not the kind of man who 
wrote these despatches from Jamaica. I refer to 
these despatches a!out the poor boy who was 
questioned with a pistol at his head. Remember 
he was called upon to confer rebel commissions, 
and remember also that every commission signed 
by Paul Bogle and Valet was countersigned by 
Colonel Hobbes with a bullet through the man’s 
head. Are these despatches to go into our 
national archives? Are the despatches of Arthur, 
Duke of Wellington, of Colin Campbell, and of 
Henry Havelock, to lie side by side with these 
despatches from Jamaica? I have received a 
note from a man well known amongst the Anti- 
Slavery party in Europe, M. St. Hilaire, the 
professor of ancient history in the Sorbonne, and 
he says: * My attention, and the attention of all 
France, has been aroused by th‘s terrible affair in 
Jamaica. Opinion has not been misled by the 
declaiming of the Z'imes. Every enemy of Slavery, 
every friend of the black, has shuddered until 
grief became bodily pain, at this odious oppression, 
a hundred times more hateful than the error is 
was meant to punish.’ That is what he says of 
public opinion in France. What does he say of 
public opinion in England? Remember, he judges 
of it from the statements in one or two news- 
papers. He says, ‘Public opinion in England 
has great need to be enlighteued and to be led 
back to justice and to truth.’ Englishmen, you 
value your justice and your truth more than your 
wealth, your possessions, and your military 

lory. Our justice is called in question. 
Why? Will any man of this generation ever 
forget the morning that brought to England the 
pews of the 2000 executious? And how does a 
writer in the Zelegraph tewspaper couclude his 
apology for these massacres? He says, ‘We 
appeal to the great assize of history.’ Thatis the 
remark of a man who undertakes to teach the 
nation not to be murderers, I say to him, Thou 
bast appealed to history, then to history shalt 
thou go. Ages to come, when the records of the 
nineteenth century shall be read, they will pro- 
cluim that a creature was found in London, sitting 
under the shadow of the public law, which 
screened him from all armed violence, who tried, 
when the vews of the massacre of the 2000 arrived 
in England, to make the English people adopt the 
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born generations of the children of Africa, when 
you read the records of the nineteenth century in 
your schools, it will be for you, and not for me, to 
call that poor man by his proper name. On the 
morning of the arrival of the news of these 2000 
executions perhaps you paid threepence for the 
Times, to read the news; but though you bought 
the newspaper, you did not get the news. I say 
that is a stain upon the truthfulness of England, 
and I believe that one of the great blessings —and 
there will be many that will come of this terrible 
shock—will be that Englishmen who adopt the 
general opinion of these papers, rather than take 
the trouble of being well informed, will act other- 
wise, and will also recollect the fact that during 
four years of a great contest in America a por- 
tion of the London press were elaborate labourers 
in preventing the people of England from getting 
an accurate knowledg’ of what was gong ou. 
We waut no man condemned unheard, but we 
want the name of England to be set right before 
the world. It will be the worse for every man over 
the wide world if the truth and justice of England 
be lowered in the universal estimation. Arise, 
Englishmen! calmly, quietly, Christianly, with 
animosity to no man,—with no attempt to kindle 
class feelings, or any animosity whatever. I hate 
them all—whether they be class a:imosities 
amongst ourselves, or national animosities. or the 
animosities of race. They all come from the 
deep, and let us stand above them. but whena 
wrong is done, let the wrong be judged; and if 
any man be convicted of it, let him be duly and 
meetly punished. 


The Secretary here came forward, hold- 
ing a paper. He said : 

‘* T have received a telegram from Madrid. It 
is as follows : 

‘A great meeting held—Hall full to excess— 
Resolutions adopted—Brilliant address—Large 
attendance of ladies—Deeply affected—First 
tears shed in Spain for the negro—Victory 
gained—God be praised.’ 


** One of the resolutions that has been passed 
at the first open Anti-Slavery meeting that has 
been held by the Spanish Abolitionist Society 
runs thus: 

‘That this meeting has learned, with deep 
sorrow, of the deplorable events in Jamaica, and 
read, with equal regret, articles in the English 
press calculated to excite animosity against the 
negro race; that this meeting, representing the 
Anti-Slavery party of Spain, would record the 
expression of its strongest sympathy with this 
suffering people, and with the efforts now being 
made in the United States to obtain for them 
equal political rights, and would also intimate 
their recognition of the encouragement which 
the abolition party in Spain has derived from 
the labours of the Anti-Slavery Society in Eng- 
land, and its coadjutors in other lands.” 


The Rev. Francis Tucker seconded the 
resolution moved by the Rev. W. Arthur. 
He said: 


‘“* Mr. Chairman, ladies, and gentlemen, I call 
upon you to be very careful in listening to me, 
for I am a Baptist minister. A Baptist mi- 
nister, and once a Baptist Missionary, of all 
things, and therefore one of those political in- 
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cendiaries that kindle the fire of treason and 
send Governors out of their wits. If it should 
be known that this vast assembly has been ga- 
thered together without asking the permission of 
any rulr upon earth—if it shou'!d be known 
that a Baptist minister, who was once a Missio- 
nary, had taken part in the meeting, and hap- 
pened to say a word in favour of men who are 
guilty of a skin of a darker colour than our own, 
and you should happen to endorse his utterance, 
what in the world is to become of you? Mar- 
tial law is to be proclaimed in the Strand this 
evening. There are military gentlemen only a few 
streets off, at the Horse Guards, and you may 
find some dark-skinned Maroons under the arches 
of the Adelphi: the one will be ready with their 
carbines, and the other with their war-paint, 
and what is to beccme of us all? If you treat 
my precautionary words with so much ridicule, 
I ask you why is it? and solemnly answer, be- 
cause English law, and English justice, and 
English manliness have another meaning here 
in London than they have in Jamaica. I shalk 
not attempt to night the vindication of the 
honoured Secretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, Dr. Underhill, [A Voice: *He does. 
not want it.’] I will not attempt it; not be= 
cause the task is a hopeless one, but because the- 
task is done. Abler tongues than mine, and 
men of many a shade of political opinion and of 
religious belief, have already pronounced the vin- 
dication of that honoured man, as well as not a 
few of the leaders of public opinion, even in-- 
cluding the Saturday Review. Our guide of 
public opinion stands aloof for a time, and, of 
course, we ought to wait his Highness’s plea- 
sure. But whocan have forgotten that memo- 
rable leading article, in which words like these: 
occur: * Dr. Underhill! sent a letter to Mr. Card- 
well; Mr. Cardweil. of course, sent it to Gover= 
nor Eyre; and Governor Eyre, of course, pub- 
lished it throughout Jamaica.” Why, it comes 
to this, that because Dr. Underhil! acted as a 
philanthropic Englishman, and Mr. Cardwell as 
a responsil.le statesman, therefore, according to 
the logic of this most en'ightened guide, Gover- 
nor Eyre acted like a child. If that be good 
logic, then, according to the Times’ own shewing, 
Guvernor Eyre is not a fit ruler for Jamaica. 
[‘ No, no.’] And if the logic be most false and 
pue ile, I ask, is the Zimes fit to be the leader 
of public opinion. [*No, no."] There are: 
gentlemen who look upon Mr. Underhill’s letter ~ 
as a barrel of gunpowder; and even if for a 
moment I admit there is any thing in the si-- 
mile, I would simply say, like Mr. Gale’s expe-- 
riments with gunpowder, Dr. Underhill saturated - 
it well with cfficial secrecy, so that it should be» 
non-explosive before it reached Mr. Cardwell... 
I am bownd to believe that Mr. (‘a dwell ob- 
served the same secret in sending it over to 
Governor Eyre. But what does the Governor 
do? He takes the sieve and shakes out all the 
ingredients that make it non-explosive, acd then 
throws it abroad upon the island, where so many 
sparks of disaffection were already kindled. 
[‘No, no.”"] Then, of course, the expl sion 
takes place, and, of cuur:e, the cause was Dr. 
Underhill. Quod erat demonstrandum. I com- 
mend that unriva led piece of logic to the editors 
of Aristotle, and beg they will put it in the next 
editions of his writings, as a specimen of irrefra~ 
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gable reasoning. We know it is too much ‘of 
course’ with that paper to write down a weak 
cause until it becomes tco strong to be written 
down. There was a certain League, that fought 
its upward way against the most formidable 
obstacles. While it was fighting on it was a 
fraud and a folly, but when it had reached its 
vantage ground, then, my lords and geitlemen, 
the League was a great fact. There was a labo- 
rious patriot, lost too soon for England's good, who, 
with labouring breath, tried to weld the golden 
links between France and England, and while he 
was engaged in that task, this enlightened guide 
tried day by day to write him down as a traitor to 
his country. But when he had gained the vic- 
tory, and passed to his rest, we were told that 
the commercial treaty with France was hardly 
less in value than the great victory of free trade. 
When my honoured friend, Sir Morton Peto, 
wrote his indignant letter to that paper, hurling 
back the accusations it had brought against our 
Missionaries, with regard to the commotion 
thirty years ago, the three little editorial aste- 
risks at the bottom of the letter contained these 
words: ‘ We want to know whether or not Knibb 
was a Baptist minister.” We want to know! 
Sweet childish innocence! I want to know whe- 
ther everybody did not know it, and whether 
thereis any denomination of Christians that would 
not have been proud of the name of that great 
man. William Knibb, the staunch defender of 
the oppressed and persecuted—William Knibb, 
the eloquent advocate of those whose lips were 
sealed—William Knibb, who stood beneath the 
gibbet where one of his dear negro deacons hung, 
and swore, to use his own solemn words, by the 
Almighty God, that he would put an end to 
Slavery, or he would die! William Kuibb, 
who passed like an electric fire through the towus 
and cities of England, and kindled up such a 
flame of holy and compassionate indignation that 
it melted down the fetters of the slave! I want 
to know whether there is any one in this room 
who would be ashamed to be of the same deno- 
mination as William Knibb! Why, gentlemen, 
I see that were I to call upon you now to rise 
up upon your feet in honour of the memory of 
that great man, you would rise. [The audicuce 
here rose en masse, aud gave several rounds of 
enthusiastic cheering.] 1 feel proud of the me- 
mory of my fellow-Baptist, and I mourn and 
grieve over the present condition of his children 
in the faith in the island which he so much 
loved. The legal Slavery is gone, but how much 
of a political and social Slavery exists there! 
Freedom has never had fair play in the island of 
Jamaica. (Cries of *No.’) And when that 
oppression, which makes a wise man mad, has 
for a time infuriated the men who have not had 
years enough of freedom to grow up to wisdom, 
they are to be shot down like partridges. (Cries of 
*Murder!’) Shades of Wilberforce, of Clarkson, 
and of Granville Sharpe, has it come to this? 
And what will it next come to? I read a line 
in the last telegram to this effect: a measure is 
brought before the Legislature of Jamaica, and, 
as I have heard, by a member of the Executive 
Council, which is to impose heavy taxes upon every 
Dissenting chapel and Dissenting Sunday- 
school. When I read that telegram, I declare it 
took away my breath. It seemed to shake me 
roughly from the pleasant dream I had been in- 
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dulging in. I thought I was living in the year 
1865. I, however, awoke, and really it seems 
more like 1662. I dreamt that I was living un- 
der the sce}tre of tie justest and mildest mon- 
arch that ever sat the English throne: | awoke 
upon and found a piece of legislation proposed 
which was worthy only of the Charleses I hada 
dream that the tree of liberty had been planted 
deep in our English soil, watered by the tears 
and nourished ty the blood of martyrs and con- 
fessors; that it had sent up its trunk into the 
sunshine, and then spread out its sheltering 
branches not only over Englind merely, but 
over all the colonies and dependencies of Eng- 
land. Now, Mr. Chairman, must I awake, and 
say it w.s alladream? (Cries of * No, no.’) if 
it were, give me back my delightful dream again, 
It would be better to sleep than to awake to a 
time like that. But I will reca 1 my words. Kn- 
glishmen, we must not sleep. Meinbers of Par- 
liament! you must not sleep. Members of 
Christian churches you must uot sleep. Sunday 
and Ragged-scliool teachers ! you must not sleep. 
Neither must \ou allow a rather slunberous Go- 
vernment to sleep. Said Canning, at the close 
of one of his impassioned paragraphs, when 
speaking of some excesses, ‘I pardun. d somethiug 
to the spirit of libe ty.’ And | say to-night, Sir, 
‘Woe to a liberal Government if it pardons 
every thing to the spirit of tyranny.’ ” 


The Rev. H. Ricuarp, Secretary of the 


Peace Society, supported the resolution, 
He said : 


“I think that there is one point of great 
importance to which due prominence has not 
been given, namely, the subject touched upon in 
the admirable letter of Mr. Goldwin Smith, 
namely, the right of proclaiming martial law. 
We are told by those who undertake—I will not 
Say the justification of the p oceedings in Ja- 
maica, for no man now daes attempt to justify 
them—but by those who attempt to extenuate 
and apologize for them, when we speak of the 
wholesale and indiscriminate slaughtering, that 
all that has Leen done has | een done under the 
sanction and authority of ma:tial law; and mar- 
tial law, it is said, like revolutions, cannot be 
executed with rose-water: it suspends the 
operation of all other laws, and supersedes all 
civil rights. Its powers, we are told, must ne- 
cessarily be unlimited, its processes summary, 
and its sentences stern and sw ft. If that be so, 
then all the more necessary is it that we should 
a-k, ‘ Ought there not to be some check on the 
right to proc'aim martiallaw? Are we to admit, 
that every man dressed in a little brief authority, 
every frightened official who loses his head iu a 
panic, is evtitled, with unlimited and absolute 
discretion, to suspend, and, for the time being, to 
abrogate all the guarantees which the laws and 
constitution of England have thrown around the 
person and property of its subjects? Were the 
inhabitants of large districts, in a colony like 
Jamaica, without regard to their sucia! status or 
personal character, to have their property, life, 
and liberty placed in the keeping of boys in 
uniform, who might sit in judgment upon them, 
and doom them to be hanged or shot with an 
insolent levity which would be disgusting if 
applied even to the hanging of a dog? And 
what is this equivocal thing, called martial law ? 
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Well, in the first place it is, or was, one of 
those intolerable grievances, to get rid of which 
our forefathers struggled and suffered so much 
two centuries and a half ago. It was one of 
the complaints which the first Parliament of 
Charles I., in 1627, put into its memorable 
Petition of Right, and without the abrogation of 
which that Parliament so persistently refused 
to vote the supplies, that the King was at last 
obliged to give his consent. What did that 
petition say? They were golden words, and of 
inestimable value to Englishmen: *No man 
shall be forejudged of life or limb against the 
terms of the great charter; that no man ought 
to be adjudged to death, but by the laws esta- 
blished in this realm, either by custom of the 
realm, or by Act of Parliament; and that the 
commission for proceeding by martial law should 
be revoked and annulled, lest, by colour thereof, 
any of His Majesty’s subjects be destroyed or put 
to death contrary to the law and franchise of this 
Jand.’” And how did the great lawyers, the 
apostles and exponents of the British law speak 
in regard to that anomalous thing called mar- 
tial law? Sir Mathew Hale said: ‘ Martial 
law is not the law, but something indulged in 
rather than allowed as law. The necessity of 
government, order, and discipline in an army 
is that only which can give it countenance. Se- 
condly, this indulged law is only to extend 
to members of the army: and never to be 
indulged as to be exercised or executed upon 
others. Thirdly, the exercise of martial law 
may not be permitted in time of peace, when 
the king’s courts are open for all persons to re- 
ceive justice according to the law of the land; 
and if a court-martial put a man to death in 
time of peace, the officers are guilty of murder.’ 
In terms of equal severity, Lord Coke says: ‘If 
a lieutenant, or other that has commission of 
martial law, doth in time of peace hang or other- 
wise execute a man by colour of martial law, 
this is murder.’ But terrible as, in any case, 
this law must be, the authorities appear to have 
Stretched their power beyond the wildest licence 
even of martial law. Let me give you one 
instance of this. Allusion has been made to the 
trial of Smith forty years ago. ‘There was a 
memorable debate in the House of Commons on 
that occasion; and I trust there are still men in 
that house who will act their part in such a way as 
to vindicate the law laid down by these illustri- 
ous authorities. Lord Brougham—then Henry 
Brougham—brought forward the question. He 
was supported by Sir James Mackintosh, Dr. 
Lushington, Mr. Denman, Mr. Williams—after- 
wards Justice Williams—and Mr. Wilberforce; 
and on the other side were Mr. Scarlett, Mr. 
Tindale, Mr. Canning, and others. Throughout 
all that debate, however, there was only one prin- 
ciple. All the great lawyers who took part in 
the debate agreed in the principle that the court- 
martial at Demerara had no right to try Smith 
for an offence alleged to have been committed 
before the proclamation of martial law. Until 
martial law was proclaimed, every man was 
supposed to be under the jurisdiction of the civil 
law; and in the case to which I allude, it was 
admitted on all hands that in that respect a 
reat error hai been committed. Now, see how 
this applies to the case before us. No man pre- 
ended to say that Gordon had any share in the 
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riot that took place at Morant Bay, for he was 
thirty miles away from the spot at that moment. 
They brought him to trial by a civil warrant, 
taking him from a dis rict where martial law 
had not been proclaimed, to a place which was 
under martial law, and tried him, not for com- 
plicity in the riot at Morant Bay, but for some- 
thing which he was alleged to have done two or 
three months before. Aud what was the evidence 
against him? They ‘ad seen the handbill or 
circular, which was the only fragment of evidence 
against Go don that hd yet reached this country. 
It was a circular inviting the inhabitants of St. 
Ann’s to a public meeting called by the custos, 
on the rejuisition of the inhabitants, to discuss, 
in a spirit of loyalty, their grievances. Strong 
language was used no doubt, but if that language 
justified the hanging of Gordon, there was not a 
writer on the staff of the Times and Telegraph 
who was not deserving the same punishment. I 
am not one of those who have any great ad- 
miration for the military class; still | am most 
willing to make the admission, that among the 
officers in Her Majesty’s army and navy there 
are men as honourable, high-minded, and 
humane as were to be found in any other class 
of the community, and I will not for a moment 
believe, without further evidence, notwithstand- 
ing the tone taken by one of the journals sup- 
posed to represent those services, that these men 
approve of the use to which their brothers in 
arms had been put in Jamaica. I will not believe 
they were satisfied that the soldier should be 
converted into a mere butcher ; that he should be 
employed in flsgging women and children, and 
destroying indiscriminately unresi ting men. I 
have seen it stated in one of the public prints 
that if they called in question the conduct of 
Governor Eyre, they weuld b- doing dishonour to 
the name of England before Europe. I repel 
that imputation with indiynation and scorn. [ 
say that the men who are the true friends of the 
honour of England—as was well said by Mr. 
Arthur—are not the men who are trying to 
make England responsib'e for what has been 
done in Jamaica. We trast that public opinion 
will clear England from that resp nsibility. We 
want to wipe away from the fair brow of our 
mother land the stain of blood which has been 
affixed upon it by Governor Evre and his com- 
peers. We shall best honour Eng!and by bringing 
those men to justice, who have violated all equity, 
who have disgraced humanity, and tarnished the 
lustre of the British name. 


Mr. Francis CHatk here came forward 
to move an amendment, but the Chairman, 
in consequence of the uproar occasioned by 
his attempt to get a hearing, had to implore 
patience on his behalf. Mr. Chalk then 
said he wished to propose the following 
amendment ; : 


** That this meeting suspends its opinion as to 
the causes of the recent outbreak in Jamaica, 
and the means taken for its suppression until 
the evidence to be taken under the commission 
which the Government has deciied upon ap- 
pointing be laid before Parliament and the 
country.”—Every man was to be deemed inno- 
cent until he was proved to be gui'ty. (Cries of 
‘* Gordon,” and interruption.) 
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The Rev. Newman Hatt requested the 
meeting to hear Mr. Chalk. He would 
certainly refuse to speak if that gentleman 
was not heard. He knew on the previous 
evening that he should have to speak, but 
the resolution on which he had to speak 
had only just been put into his hand, and 
he would much rather answer Mr, Chalk 
than to speak to the resolution. 

Mr. Cua1k then resumed — 

* He admitted that it was highly proper on the 
part of that noble Society which had been pro- 
ductive of inestimable blessings to a considerable 
portion of the human family to have called a 
meeting with reference to the recent outbreak in 
Jamaica; but no judgment ought to be pro- 
nounced by the society on Governor Eyre until 
the facts had been fully ascertained and the evi- 
dence thoroughly sifted. If Governor Eyre was 
guilty of the crime of which he stood accused, let 
him suffer the penalty ; but if, on the other hand, 
his guilt was not clearly established—and his 
guilt was still a matter of doubt—let him reap 
the honour and reward of having suppressed a 
revolution. ‘The records of the tadian mutiny 
told us of what atrocities coloured people were 
capable when they rose against their superiors. 

e know that for a time they seemed to rejoice 
in blood, therefore the meeting should not pre- 
cipitately pass judgment on what Governor Eyre 
had done. Let them not proceed to declare that 
Gove nor Eyre had been false to his illustrious 
antecedents—to the name of his country and 
to his God.” , 


A GENTLEMAN, whose name was not 
heard, said he seconded the amendment 
with all his heart and soul. 


The Rev. Newman Hatz then stood 
forward amid loud cheers to address the 
meeting. He said : 


** Mr. Chairman, Ladies, and Gentlemen, I am 
sure that every one in this hall will thoroughly 
respond to the manly sentiment by the gentleman 
who has just moved the amendment— that it is 
wrong to condemn a man unheard, and on im- 
perfect evidence. With the spirit of the amend- 
ment, or perhaps, 1 might rather say, with the 
wording of the amendment, who could find fault ? 
But this second resolution which has been put 
to you is not open to the charge of condemning 
Governor Eyre hastily. This resoluticn, if | 
understand it aright, does not condemn Governor 
Eyre at all. It calls for investigation, and if I 
could suggest one little alteration in the resolu- 
tion, it would then entirely conform to the spirit 
of the amendment. I would suggest that in- 
stead of the words “in the case of” we should 
read the resolution thus, ‘*as exemplified in the 
reports which have reached this country respect- 
ing,” &c. With that trifling alteration this 
meeting will pronounce judgment on things re- 
ported, and not on any individual. [The mover 
and seconder of the resolution assented to the 
speaker's suggestion.] The resolution declares 
it to be the bounden duty of Her Majesty’s Go- 
vernment, not only to institute the full, search- 
ing, «nd independent inquiry which has been 

romi-ed, but, as a preliminary step, to advise the 
Srown to refuse its savuction to any Indemnity 
Bill, for that would be prejudging the case that 
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would be acquitting the prisoners before trial. We 
do not want them to be condemned before trial, 
and we won’t have them acquitted before trial. I 
regret that we have not Lord Brougham amongst 
us; but though that distinguished orator and 
vindicator of the oppressed is not with us in 
person, I have in this book the speech delivered 
by him in the House of Commons in reference to 
the Missionary Smith. And in that speech we 
have the authority of this most illustrious jurist 
and orator in favour of the course we are now 
advocating. His lordship stated on that occa- 
sion that ‘ the more the question was looked 
iuto the more complete was his conviction that 
never had there been a greater breach of the law, 
never had there been a greater violation of jus- 
tice, or a more flagrant contempt of the forms 
by which law and justice were wont to be admi- 
nistered.” ‘That observation equally applied to 
the reports that have reached this country from 
Jamaica. Lord Brougham said, that after alk 
danger had ceased, this Missionary was brought 
to trial by court-martial, and, with reference to 
martial law, his lordship made this remark: * It 
is created by necessity ; necessity must limit its 
continuance. It would be the worst of all con- 
ceivable grievances, and a calamity unspeakable, 
if the law and constitution of England were sus- 
pended one hour longer than necessity absolutely 
demands.’ Lord Brougham said, if the court- 
martial sat in Smith’s case in a moment of 
danyer there would be less ground of complaint 
against it, but it did not assemble until the emer- 
gency had ceased. How appropriate are the 
remarks of Lord Brougham to the present occa- 
sion. Lord Brougham asks: ‘Is it probable 
that the persons forming the court could come 
to the inquiry with impartial judgments and 
with memories clear and distinct ? And what 
he says of the court-martial held on the Missio- 
nary Smith may be said of the courts-martial 
reported to be held in Jamaica. The charge 
against Smith was that he had created discon- 
tent, but that charge referred to a matter that 
had occurred before martial law was proclaimed, 
and before Smith could be made amenable to 
that law. So, in like manner, Mr. Gordon was 
charged with add essing a public meeting in the 
month of July, whereas the riots that caused the 
roclamation of martial law occurred in October. 
rd Brougham said the court had tried Smith 
for a thing that was whelly beyond their com- 
mission, but it was necessary he should be made 
an example of for the satisfaction of certain par- 
ties, and therefore it was that the court-martial 
deemed it expedieut to convict Smith and sen- 
tence him to be hanged until he was dead, They 
did not, however, carry out the sentence, and 
Lord Brougham said if they had taken that 
man’s life they must themselves have died the 
death of murderers. When the deputation was 
received this morning by the First Minister, I 
closed my remarks by reading the passage from 
Lord Brovghan:’s speech with reference to the 
judicial murder of the P:emier’s illustrious an- 
cestor, Lord William Russell. Remember that 
the noble lord was charged with taking part in 
a plot that was a real plot, and with being con- 
nected with individuals who conspired to assassi- 
nate the King. Lord Russell was regularly 


tried, yet in the journals of the House of Lords 
there is an entry respecting an inquest into the 
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prosecution and murder of Lord Russell. We 
are not here to say that any one is guilty of 
murdering Mr. Gordon; but we are here to say 
that, as far as we can learn from the reports 
that have reached us, there is evidence to lead 
us to suspect that murder has been committed 
by some person, and therefore that a trial should 
take place. We don’t mean to condemn a man 
when we bring him to trial, but we say there is 
evidence to go to trial, and the peo; le of this 
country mean to go to trial. We are not here to 
sanction riot: we are upholders of the law. 
Whatever may be the grievances of the people. 
they have no right to break the law. Ata time 
of sudden emergency and great peril we are pre- 
pared to judge leniently the conduct of the Go- 
vernment, even if they somewhat overstretch the 
law in the paramount necessity of putting down 
armed and lawless violence. But was there 
of such paramount necessity in the present in- 
stance? It was reported that flogging, shooting, 
and hanging went on wholesale, weeks after the 
suppression of the riot. In Lord Macaulay’s 
account of the bloody circuit of Judge Jeffries, 
he states that 350 persons were put to death. 
They were put to death by form of law, and 
were tried by a jury of their countrymen; but 
here in this case more than 2000 are put to 
death without jury or without the form of law. 
We are not here to prejudge Governor Kyre or 
any of his officers as they have prejudged the 
poor negro for an intended massacre of the 
whites throughout the island, though as yet 
there is not a tittle of evidence to support the 
charge. ‘Ihey prejudged him without making 
allowance for his disadvantages; without con- 
sidering how he has been kept down as a slave 
and deprived of knowledge, and how he has not 
been over-benefited since he has been free. ‘I hey 
expect from the poor negro humanity surpassing 
that seen in Paris at the time of the revolution, 
and more forbearance under irritation than is 
exhibited by many London crowds. Why should 
we be asked to consider the atrocity of the negro 
towards the white without comparing with it 
the enormous wrong inflicted during more than 
two centuries by the white upon the negro? 
We are not here to prejudge Governor Eyre, 
but even if we did, we should only imitate 
the example set us by himself; for he tells us that 
he apprehended Gordon, not for the purpose of 
giving him a fair trial, but because he thought 
that, being the fomenter of the disturbance, he 
ought not to go unpunished. So he was removed 
away from where the ordinary law was in opera- 
tion to a district where martial law was in ope 
ration. He was taken from the place where 
justice was possible to a place where vengeanve 
was inevitable. If we wanted to prejudge Go- 
vernor Eyre, we should imitate the example of 
those who shot men, women, and children, merely 
for the crime of running away from a savage 
soldiery. If you want to prejudge Governor 
Eyre, take the report of his own words, and judge 
him by his own representations. We knew no- 
thing of him until these circumstances arose ; few 
of us had ever seen him; therefore there can be 
no wish to do any thing unkind to him as an in- 
dividual, we are simply judging of him from cer- 
tain reports that came from himself. It is said, 
Wait until all the evidence is given; but, in the 
mean time, these reports are circulated all over 
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the world, and the reputation of the whole coun- 
try is in jeopardy. We must therefore at once 
vindicate the honour of England. For our own 
sake, as well as for the negroes’, it is necessary to 
pronounce our judgment upon the reports that 
have reached us, With reference to the question 
of the institution of martial law, and the setting 
aside the ancient privileges of our country, do 
you approve of that or not? (Loud cries of 
No, no.) The question is, whether, on the 
dictate of some Governor, on such a pretext as 
that which is reported to us, you are to forfeit 
habeas corpus and trial by jury, secured to us by 
Magna Charta and the Bill of Rights? Do you 
approve of that? (Loudcries of No.) ‘the 
question is with reference to the removal of a 
member of the Legislature, a respectable citizen, 
from his own home, where there was no martial 
law, to a district where there was, and where he 
was sure not to get justice. Do you approve of 
such a thing?  (Reiterated cries of No, no.) 
The question is respecting very young gentle- 
men in the uniform of their country, and when 
there has been no time to collect evidence, settling 
in the course of two or three hours a question 
which, if properly tried, might have taken days, 
even after weeks or months had been spent in the 
preparation of the evidence. Do you approve of 
such a tribunal? Cries of No, no.) The 
question is with reference to the flogging of 
people without evidence against them, and simply 
as a precautionary measure. Do you approve 
of that? (No, no.) The question is with re- 
ference to the shooting down of men, women, 
and children, who, because they fled from a 
savage soldiery must needs be regarded as traitors 
against a righteous and beneficent Queen. Do 
you approve of such a thing? (No, no.) You 
do not approve of it. You repudiate it, and tne 
nation repudiates it. ‘The thing has yet to be 
tried, and God grant it may be found that 
nothing has been done in the name of our Go- 
vernment and Queen but what justice and ne- 
cessity required. But if this is not the result, 
and if it is found that treason has beea com- 
mitted against the constitution, and murder 
against individuals, then, as on the one hand 
there would be an honourable acquittal, so on 
the other hand there will be strict and impartial 
justice, though the perpetrators of the wron 

may wear the livery of the nation, and hold the 
commission of the Queen. But whatever may 
be the result of the trial, the natien will be 
purged of blood by the repudiation of crime, 
good will assuredly come out of evil, and abuses 
that have long been suffered will be swept away. 
The wrongs of the negro will be redressed, and 
the position of the whites will be made more 
secure, because more just and righteous. Chris- 
tian Missionaries, ministers, and teachers, un- 
trammelled either by the patronage or the per- 
secution of the Government, will pursue their 
benevolent labours ; and by this trial, carried out 
to its full conclusion, it shall go forth to the 
world that the flag of our country floats ever to 
defend the weak and the oppressed, and to punish 
all wickedness and vice, whether the perpetrators of 
that wickedness be black man or white, poor 
men or rich men, freed negroes in their mud 
hovels, or men occupying the thrones of governors 
and viceroys. It shall go forth from this trial, 
calmly, impartially, and fearlessly prosecuted 
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that in some humble measure the Government 
of this country resembles the Government of 
Him of whom we read in the Holy Book, ‘ He 
shall judge the poor and needy, and break in 
pieces the oppressor.” : 

The Chairman put the amendment, which 
was negatived. The original resolution was 
then submitted, and passed unanimously. 

Mr. Conway, of Virginia, 

“The resolution which has been entrusted to 
me to propose is in these words : 

“*That tis meeting is confirmed in its con- 
viction that there is an imperative necessity for 
this step, by the recent arbitrary interference of 
Lieutenant-Governor Eyre with the freedom of 
the press in Jamaica, and with that of public 
worship there, as shewn by the ‘ Bill for the re- 

ulation of Places of Worship’ now before the 

egislature; a proceeding which it empliatically 
coudemns as a fresh and an unwarrantable ag- 
— upon the civil and religious liberties of 

ritish subjects; and this meeting would ex- 
e its sympathy with Dr. Underhill and the 

issionaries in Jamaica, and its appreciation of 
the noble services they have rendered to the 
cause of religion and humanity by their labours 
amongst the people.’ 

* I come from a country which will be very 
anxiously watching the course of public senti- 
ment at this time in Kbngland, It was said by a 
great French writer that it would not do to ad- 
mit that the negro is a man, for fear we should 
then have to admit that the white is not. That 
sarcasm was rightly directed against the white 
race. ‘The race which was so utterly lazy and 
good-for-n thing, and yet which had managed 
for some centuri's to clothe and feed us more 
than any other race in the world, had been from 
the time of Herodyvtus wronged and enslaved, 
degraded andembruted. England first destroyed 
the pomt of that satire when she, some forty 
years ago, declared that we would not have her 
air so poisoned as to sustain Slavery. During 
that forty years Kugland has been our pillar of 
fire, followed through the wilderness of a dreary 
agitation ending in war. We shall now look 
with great anxiety to see how England will deal 
with the problem which we ourselves may here- 
after have to deal with, I tell you that the old 
serpent of oppression in this world is rarely 
utterly destroyed ; it has a famous way of slipping 
from ove skin to another. ‘the old saying is, 
scratch a Russian and you will find a Tartar; so 
seratch a planter either in your colonies or our own 
to-day, and you will find aslave-driver. I think 
that Mr. Newman Hall was most charitable in 
his judgment of these men. I do not conceive 
that the ru e of supposing a man innocent until 
he is proved to be guilty applies exact!y to the 
man who says, ‘I have killed that man.’ Then 
the maxim is, that you are to be su;-posed guilty 
of murder until you can shew why you did it. 
It is Governor Eyre who has written all we 
know. We have to judge him by his own words, 
and also those colon:ls and captains who wrote 
that their soldiers seemed to enjoy it as they 
were killing these poor wretches; and it will be 
a terrible day for humanity in this and in the 
new world, if Englishmen do not recoil with 
horror at such wronys. The admitted actions 
of these men are in astyle well known to us. 
These floggings and tortures remind us that— 
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as English Blue Books record—these fine gentle- 
men were rubbing capsicum pepper into the 
eyes of women, and rum and brine into the 
flayed backs of men. Whatever may be the 
antecedents of Governor Eyre, an abolitionist 
will need nothing more to shew what he is now 
than that slaveholders’ slang about ‘ pseudo- 
hilanthropists’ and ‘fanatical and disloyal press.” 
e have heard these phrases before, where 
men wished to wrong the negro with impunity. 
You cannot demand he in the name of English 
justice than that Governor Eyre shall stand up 
as if he were the poorest in the world, and take 
his trial like any other man.” 


Mr. Mason Jones rose amidst tumul- 
tuous cheering to second the resolution. 
He spoke to the following effect : 


* The friends of Governor Kyre—the apologists 
for massacre and the friends of bloodshed 
—charge us with being premature in our con- 
demnation of him, and say we ought to 
wait for the evidence. If they were wise, 
they would, like a thief, go before the ma- 
gistrate, and beseech him to dispose of the case 
at once on the evidence already adduced. But 
they demand further evidence, and further evi- 
dence they shall have. I am not so charitable as 
Mr. Hall. Governor Eyre and his compeers, by 
their own statement, shew that there is a prima 
facie case against them—evidence justifying their 
being nant on their trial for the murder of Mr. 
Gordon. They have only drawn an outline of 
the terrible picture, and I must say, if it be so 
horrible to look upon as painted by their own 
hands, its aspect will be something appalling 
when the victims rise againt them. Whether 
rightly or wrongly, Governor Eyre has as- 
sumed the responsibility of Gordon’s death, and 
the causes which led to that death ought strictly 
to be inquired into and disclosed to the world. 
Mr. Jones procerded to condemn severally the 
principal actors in the tragedy. General 
O Connor, a renegade Irishman, had published, 
he said, his disgrace to mankind. As to Captain 
Ford, unless he was proved to be the most 
shameless liar in history, hedeserved to swing. The 
Maroons he looked upon as nothing more nor less 
than a set of human bloodhounds, But we must 
rise, he coutinued, above the narrow bounds of 
this matter. It is not a question of philanthropy, 
of local government, of efficient administration 
in the colonies, but a question of eternal justice. 
On behalf of the 4,000,000 of blacks in the United 
States, as well as of the blacks in Jamaica, I 
demand, not vengeance, but justice. We can no 
longer scoff at the American flag, for our own is 
now trailing in the mire. Talons you purge 
yourse'ves of this guilt, you will be branded with 
the execration of the whole civilized world. I 
need not defend the missionaries of Jamaica. 
Their record is on high. I insist, on behalf of 
the blacks of Jamaica, that they are entitled to 
the franchise and vote by ballot. When the 
blacks are (hus emancipated, the domineer- 
ing whites will be reduced to their proper posi- 
tion. 


The resolution was passed unanimously, 
and a vote of thanks having been passed to 








the chairman, the meeting broke up at a 
quarter past ten o’clock. 
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The Anti-Slaberp MWeporter 


MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1866. 
NOTICE TO FRIENDS AND 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


Our subscribers are respectfully informed 
that their Annual Contributions to the 
funds of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Slavery Society fell due on the Ist of the 
current month. All subscribers to the 
amount of Ten Shillings annually are en- 
titled to receive, post-free, a copy of the 
Anti-Slavery Reporter, and of any tract or 
pamphlet issued by the Society. To non- 
subscribers, the Reporter is sent on pay- 
ment of Four Shillings in advance, com- 
mencing on the Ist of January. Payments 
should be made to the Secretary, L. A. 
Chamerovzow, either in stamps or by Post- 
oftice Order, made payable at the Post-office, 
Bishopsgate Street, E.C., London. 

We would earnestly solicit our friends to 
endeavour to promote subscriptions to our 
funds, with a view to enable us to sustain 
the very large demands upon them which 
the recent agitation with reference to the 
Jamaica massacres has entailed. Let them 
bear in mind that we have succeeded in 
directing the attention of the whole country 
to the facts of the case, and in inducing the 
Government to issue a commission of in- 
quiry, and we may add, in defeating a 
deliberate plot to mislead public opinion— 
a plot concocted in Jamaica, but defeated 
by one of those accidents which not un- 
frequently occur to baffle the most astute 
combinations. 

We feel that the success of the proposed 
inquiry will materially depend upon the 
vigilance of those who are interested for 
the negro; and that in order to keep 
public opinion right, it will be indispen- 
sable to give the widest circulation to what- 
ever information we may receive. It is 
beyond question that the communications 
to the public press, issued from the Anti- 
Slavery office, threw an entirely new light 
upon the reports of the events of October, 
which reached this country through official 
channels. This information, most widely 
disseminated, sustained by circulars and 
appeals to the friends of the cause, led im- 
mediately to the holding of meetings in all 
parts of the United Kingdom, and finally re- 
sulted in the unprecedentedly large deputa- 
tion to ministers on the 9th of December last, 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 





15 


whose appeal for the suspension of Go- 
vernor Eyre proved irresistible. We 
foresee the necessity for continuous action 
in the same direction, until the require- 
ments of justice shall be satisfied We 
therefore confidently look to our friends to 
assist us in this emergency by special do- 
nations and subscriptions. 





LEGAL ABOLITION OF SLAVERY 
IN THE UNITED STATES. 


THe excitement consequent upon the Ja- 
maica massacres has tended to divert pub- 
lic attention from an event, which, under 
ordinary circumstances, could not have 
failed to arrest it. Ten years ago, Slavery 
sat enthroned at Washington, and reigned 
supreme over 4,000,000 of its own personal 
vassals, and nearly eight times as many 
subjects. The stripes were no unfitting 
emblem of its authority. It had made 
Cotton, King, and the despot believed his 
rule could never be overthrown. It is true 
that freedom had gained some victories, 
and had reined itself up for a determined 
struggle, but complete victory seemed far, 
far off, and such triumphs as might be 
hoped for, promised to be only partial. 
He, who at that time would have pre- 
dicted the complete downfall and collapse 
of the slave-power, within a quarter of a 
century, would have been regarded as an 
over-sanguine and foolish prophet. The 
victory achieved by the Republican party 
in 1856 merely foreshadowed the struggle 
for political ascendancy, sure to take place 
in 1860, but did not point to more than 
the acceptance of the three great principles 
of the Republican party, namely, the ex- 
clusion of Slavery from the Territories, its 
abolition in the district of Columbia, and 
all places under Congressional jurisdiction, 
and the repeal of the Fugitive Slave Law. 
But there was no certainty these measures 
would be carried in Congress, notwithstand- 
ing their acceptance in principle, by a majo- 
rity of the people. Slavery had a good fight 
before it, and might, nay, probably would, 
have held its own, at least for another 
term, had it kept its forces together. It 
was not to be. Secession came, then war, 
then death: and Slavery is dead. 

With 1860, came war. But at its out- 
set few believed that when it terminated, 
Slavery would also end. The: first ad- 
monitory proclamation of President Lin- 
coln was a mere shadow, though a por- 
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tentous one. The termof probation passed, 
and his great proclamation of freedom was 
issued. It was still the shadow, only grow- 
ing darker as the substance approached. 
Then came the elections for the Presidency 
of 1864. Distinct issues were now raised, 
compromises were at an end, the consumma- 
tion was near. Three millions of souls had 
been already emancipated, in so far as the 
legal relation between themselves and their 
masters was severed, but one million more 
remained in actual bondage, and the Slave 
States still retained, each in virtue of its 
own prerogative in regard to its municipal 
institutions, the right to have and to hold, 
to sell and to buy, slaves, and to perpetuate 
Slavery. The last elections settled the 
final question, Slavery was no longer to 
be tolerated. Congress adopted the Con- 
stitutional amendment, and it only re- 
mained, that three-fourths of the States 
should ratify it. The war which had been 
undertaken for Slavery, terminated in fa- 
vour of Federal authority, and it was evi- 
dent that Slavery itself must surrender. 
It made a last effort to raise itself, but 
vitality had departed : it gasped, and died. 
Twenty-seven States out of thirty-six, have 
battered it to death. There is no longer 
a slave on American soil. 

The 18th of December will henceforth be a 
day of rejoicing for the friends of humanity 
throughout the world. Right and justice 
have prevailed, and a nation of four mil- 
lions of souls is created. 

We are so deeply impressed with the 
solemnity of this great event, that we feel 
able only to surrender our heart in thanks- 
giving to the Great Supreme Ruler, who has 
finally brought his African children through 
the Wilderness of Bondage into the smiling 
Canaan of Freedom, This mighty deliver- 
ance is big with consequences to civiliza- 
tion and Christianity throughout the world. 
Wherever Slavery now exists, it holds life 
by the most uncertain tenure. It had been 
condemned in the possessions of Portugal ; 
it is moribund in the Spanish Antilles, and 
in Brazil is sick even unto death, A 
triumph so striking is ascribable to the 
vitality of a great principle, and to the 
Divine blessing on the moral efforts of the 
great army which has fought and con- 
quered. 

We have not space on this occasion to 
speak of the men who have fought this 
great fight ; but there is one whose name in 
connection with it we may not ignore; it is 
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said he is coming amongst us. Let him 
come: he will be welcome. For if Slavery in 
America has fallen, its fall isdue chiefly to 
the single-minded efforts of Witt1am LioyD 
GARRISON. 

We should not be doing our duty did 
we not record the proclamation declaring 
Slavery legally abolished throughout the 
United States. 

The Senate adopted this great measure 
in April 1864, by a vote of 37 to 6. The 
House of Representatives passed it on 
the 3lst January 1865, by a vote of 119 
to 66. It has been ratified by twenty- 
nine States, or two more than the requisite 
three-fourths, and Iowa and New Jersey 
will speedily add themselves to the same 
glorious column. Thus the constitutional 
abolition and prohibition of Slavery in the 
United States, and in all places subject to 
their jurisdiction, are now secured by an 
overwhelming decision of Congress, of the 
Senate, and of the American people. 


We append the text of the document we 
have referred to, 


OFFICIAL PROCLAMATION, 
DECLARING 
‘¢ Liberty throughout all the land, unto all 
the inhabitants thereof.” 


Witi1aM H. Sewarp, SEcRETARY OF STATE 
OF THE UNITED STATES, TO ALL TO WHOM 
THESE PRESENTS MAY COME, GREETING : 


Know ye, that whereas the Congress of 
the United States, on the Ist of February 
last, passed a resolution, which is in the 
words following, viz : 

** A Resolution submitting to the Legislatures 
of the several States a proposition to amend the 
Constitution of the United States : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, in 
Congress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses 
concurring, that the following article be proposed 
to the Legislatures of the several States as an 
amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, when ratified by three-fourths of 
said Legislatures, shall be valid to all intents and 
purposes as part of said Constitution, viz. : 


ArticLE XIII. Section 1. NEITHER 
SLAVERY NOR INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE, 
EXCEPT AS A PUNISHMENT FOR CRIME, 
WHEREOF THE PARTY SHALL HAVE BEEN 
DULY CONVICTED, SHALL EXIST WITHIN THE 
UNITED STATES, OR ANY PLACE SUBJECT TO 
THEIR JURISDICTION. 


Section 2. Congress shall have power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.” 


And whereas, it appears from official 
documents on file in this Department, that 
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the amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, proposed as aforesaid, HAS 
BEEN RATIFIED by the Legislatures of the 
States of Illinois, Rhode Island, Michigan, 
Maryland, New York, West Virginia, Ohio, 
Missouri, Nevada, Indiana, Louisiana, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, Vermont, Tennes- 
see, Arkansas, Connecticut, New Hamp- 
shire, Maine, Kansas, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia,’ South Carolina, 
Alabama, North Carolina—in all, twenty- 
seven States ; 

And whereas, the whole number of 
States in the United States is thirty-six ; 

And whereas, the before specially-named 
States, whose Legislatures have ratified 
the said proposed amendment, constitute 
three-fourths of the whole number of 
States in the United States : 

Now, therefore, be it known that I, 
William H. Seward, Secretary of the 
United States, by virtue and in pursuance 


of the second section of the act of Congress, 


approved on the 20th of April 1818, en- 
titled ‘‘ An Act to provide for the publica- 
tion of the laws of the United States, and 
for other purposes, do hereby certify that 
THE AMENDMENT AFORESAID HAS BECOME 
VALID, TO ALL INTENTS AND PURPOSES, AS 
PART OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand, and caused the seal of the 
Department of State to be affixed. 

Done at Washington, this 18th day of 
December, in the year of our Lord 1865, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the ninetieth. 


Witiiam H. Sewarp, 
Secretary of State. 


LEGAL ABOLITION OF THE 
SPANISH SLAVE-TRADE AND 
SLAVERY. 


THE movement in Spain for the abolition 
of the Slave-trade and Slavery progresses. 
We may now really hope that these two 
iniquities will soon disappear from Spanish 
soil. Unquestionably this movement has 
been stimulated by the progress of events 
in America, but we believe, that much also 
is due to the efforts of the new anti-Slavery 
party in Madrid, prominent members of 
which we know have had interviews with 
the leading politicians there. General 
O’Donnell, the actual head of the Govern- 
ment, has declared himself in favour of the 
abolition of Slavery, and the Progressista 
party is unanimously in favour of it. It is 
confidently asserted that a measure re- 
lating to emancipation will be speedily 
forthcoming, and as an indication of pro- 
gress, the Government has already issued a 
proclamation and a decree for the imme- 
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diate abolition of the slave-trade, and the 
liberation of that class of the slave po- 
pulation known by the name of Emanci- 
pados, The text of these documents we 
subjoin, regretting, however , that owing to 
the pressure upon our space, in consequence 
of the Jamaica massacres, we were uvable 
to give them earlier publicity. 


PROCLAMATION. 


‘* The extinction of the slave trade in the 
islands of Cuba and Porto Rico is the most 
imperative of the duties of the Government, in 
the administration of those provinces. Unless 
the importation of slaves from Africa be given up 
in all parts, it will be fruitless to seek any kind 
of conservative or pacific’solution to the difficult 
problem of Slavery, as so.ner or later those pro- 
vinces and your Majesty's Government will be 
subjected to a ruinous solution, which would 
sweep away and destroy for ever the moral aud 
material interests of our race in the Antilles. 

** Deeply convinced of this fact, the present 
government included in its political programme 
the proposition which they now begin to carry 
out, of submitting to Your Majesty certain mea- 
sures rendered, by circumstances, indispensable 
to secure the extinction of a traffic not less 
baneful than inhuman. Some of these measures 
cannot be adopted without the concurrence of 
the Cortes, and the Government will therefore 
lay before that assembly, for consideration at its 
next session, a Bill for supplying the deficiencies, 
and increasing the responsibilities, of the penal 
law of 1843, to the extent of declaring whatever 
steps may be resorted toin order promote and favour 
the slave-trade in our dominions, as actual piracy. 
Vigilance on the coasts is another means of re= 
pression which is at present adopted with per- 
severance and success, and it is only neccessary 
to augment its efficiency, by increasing the num- 
ber of vessels employed in this service in Ame- 
rican waters, for which purpose the government 
has already made suitable arrangements. 

** But, may it please Your Majesty, legal penal- 
ties and vigilance on the coasts are not sufficient : 
the evil must be sought out and followed up to 
its very foundations. Measures for this purpose 
vill form the object of other administrative enacte 
ments already prepared, and some of which are 
specified in the present decree. 

“Nothing c:aims a more urgent solution in 
the complicated question at issue, than the fate 
of negroes who have been emancipated and res- 
cued from Slavery by the Spanish authorities 
and forces. These individuals, already free, re- 
main under the guardianship of the administra- 
tion only for a period, which cannot be indefi- 
nite, and it is requisite that they should recover 
the free disposal of their actions as soon as the 
interest created by their legal position permit. 
‘There is no reason, therefore, granting this to 
be the case, for restricting the liberty of negroes 
apprehended anew, from the moment that the 
Government removes them, as freedmen, to any 
other Spanish possession where no Slavery ex- 
ists. ‘The regulations which apply in general 
to free-labourers of their class are consequently 
the only ones by which they can be affected, if 
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they do not prefer being restored to their native 
country. 

*‘ At this very time, may it please Your Ma- 
jesty, these principles may be act+d upon with 
regard to 103 negroes, recent victims of the 
slave-trade, who were captured in September 
last, owing to the indefatigable zeal of the chie® 
authority of the island of Cuba. Once brought 
to Fernando Po, where the laws do not permit 
Slavery, they wil be able to choose between 
returning to Africa and remaining in that island 
under contract, as free-labourers. 

* The other emancipated slaves, at present in 
the Spanish provinces of the Antilles, merit 
equal protection, and ought to obtain it the day 
their present term of apprenticeship terminates, 
which, according to the arrangements in force, can- 
not last more than five years. As the negro will 
then return to the dépét, to be employed on 
caps works alone, the Government will be ena- 

led to leave at liberty all those who can count 
five years’ residevce in the islands of Cuba or 
Porto Rico, permitting them to remain therein, 
under the same conditions as other negroes of 
their class, or conveying them to other parts 
which may be designated by themselves. 

**From the moment the Government leaves 
the emancipated negroes in complete liberty to 
dispose of their actions, nothing can be allowed 
to trammel their freedom. The fate of these 
unfortunate persons deserves, notwithstanding, 
every protection possible while resident in 
Spanish territory; while, at the same time, the 
admirable purposes of the treaty of the 28th of. 
June 1835 are being fulfilled equally with re- 
gard to the emancipated negroes comprised in 
that agreement, as in the case of those to be 
governed exclusively by the laws of Spain, de- 
pendent upon the manner and place of their 
apprehension. 

‘*In proposing to Your Majesty an act so 
much in conformity with the noble sentiments 
of your august mind, the Government flatters 
itself with the hope that it may be permitted to 
bear witne-s to the good faith with which it 
purposes fulfilling the solemn compacts which, no 
less than its own conviction, and the good name 
of the Spanish nation, compelled it to act 
against the slave-trade, and stamp it with the 
seal of the most absolute reprobation. 

** ‘These measures will, moreover, be an evi- 
dent proof of the special and assiduous attention 
Your Majesty’s Government pays to the arduous 
and delicate questions which have to be resolved 
in the colonial provinces, with both prudence 
and resolution. In view, therefore, of all the 
considerations expressed, and with the concur- 
rence of the council of ministers, the undersigned 
has the honour to submit to Your Majesty's 
approbation the accompanying draft of a de- 
cree. (Signed) 

* ANTONIO CANOVAS DEL CASTILLO.” 


ROYAL DECREE, 


“In conformity with the reasons laid before 
me by the Minister of the Colonies, and in accord 
with the council of ministers, I decree as fol- 
lows : 

* Art. 1. The 103 negroes taken from a Por- 
tuguese vessel, which the agents of the Spanish 
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authorities captured in September last at El Gato, 
within the limits of the jurisdictions of San 
Cristobal and Pinar del Rio, shall be conveyed, 
at the expeuse of the Government, to the island 
of Fernando Po, or to any other of the Spanish 
possessions of the Gulf of Mexico. 

* Art, 2. Furthermore, dating from the pub- 
lication of the present decree, all negroes, of 
every class, whom the Spanish authorities of 
forces may apprehend, in conformity with the 
treaties with foreign nations, and the laws and 
regulations of the kingdom prohibiting the slave 
trade, shall also be conveyed to the same pos- 
sessions. 

“ Art. 3. A special regulation shall determine 
the condition under which slaves, resident in the 
istands of Cuba or Porto Rico, may pass from 
one island to another. Negroes apprehended 
under different circumstances, not coming within 
the category of fugitives, shall be dealt with ac- 
cording to Art. 2 of this decree. 

“ Art. 4. The removal of negroes referred to in 
the three foregoing articles shall be effected imme- 
diately the tribunals or competent authorities have 
declared them to be emancipated, leaving them 
at the disposition of the superior civil Gover- 
nors. Her Majesty’s Government will adopt 
suitable measures to have this declaration car- 
ried out with the least possible delay, whatever 
may be the nature or character of the proceed- 
ings instituted by virtue of the capture. 

“Art, 5. Negroes conveyed to the Spanish 
possessions in the Gulf of Guinea, shall be com- 
pletely free on their arrival therein, and shall 
be taken to any port they may designate, on 
the coasts of the continent of Africa, unless they 
prefer remaining in the Spanish possessions 
under the protection of the Government, or en- 
gaging themselves as free-labourers in the way 
adopted by the Kroomen, and for the term set- 
tled by the regulations. 

*“ Art. 6. When negroes who have been re- 
moved prefer, in the exercise of their liberty, to 
remain in Fernando Po, or in any other of the 
possessions expressed in the foregoing article, 
the Spanish authorities shall, in order to realize 
the admirable purposes of Supplement C of the 
treaty of 28th June, enforce the due fulfilment 
of Articles 1 and 4 of the above supplement, and 
of the regulations of the Government with regard 
to slaves who have obtained their free papers in 
the islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, equally 
with respect to slaves emancipated by decisions 
of the tribunals of justice, as in the case of those 
delared free by the Spavish tribunals. 

“Art. 7. The authority formerly conceded to 
the superior civil governors of colonial provinces, 
where Slavery existed, or assigning the labour of 
the negroes, is henceforth revoked. 

‘+ Art. 8. In proportion as the freedmen fulfil 
the term of their existing engagements they will 
enter the dépét, where the Government will pro- 
vide every thing necessary for their subsistence 
and remuneration, occupying them on public 
works, as an obligatory task, so long as they re- 
main in this state. 

«“ Art. 9. The Government may declare free 
all emancipated slaves who have entered the 
dépdt, and can count more than five years of 
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authorizing them to remain therein under the 
conditions determined by the regulations, or con- 
veying them to one of the Spanish possessions of 
the Gulf of Guinea, or to any other place which 
they may designate. 

* Art. 10. The faculty of extending the exist- 
ing engagements of emancipated negroes is hereby 
prohibited. Henceforth the actual legitimate 
employers of emancipated slaves alone shall an- 
swer to the Government for the fulfilment of all 
the obligations arising from the engagement. 

“Art. 11. The Minister of the Colonies shall 
issue suitable instructions for the speedy and 
most exact execution of the present royal 
decree. 

** Given at San Ildefonso, Oct. 27, 1865. 

(Signed) “ ISABELLA. 
(Countersigned) 
** ANTONIO CANOVAS DEL CASTELLO, 
** Minister of the Colonies.” 








LORD BROUGHAM AND SPANISH 
ABOLITIONISM. 


At the great Anti-Slavery Meeting, held in 
the Theatre of Varieties at Madrid, on the 
10th of December last, the following letter 
from his Lordship, addressed to the Secre- 
tary, Sefior J. L. de Vizcarrondo, was read, 
and received with loud applause. 


*¢ Brougham, Penrith, 
30th Nov. 1865. 

*¢ Tt gives Lord Brougham the greatest 
pleasure to find that the statements which 
he made, and the hopes he expressed as 
President of the Congress last month, of 
the National Association for promoting 
Social Science, have been more than realized, 
by the late proceedings at Madrid. He 
wishes all success to the Society established, 
and hopes and trusts that the final extinc- 
tion of the slave-trade, and the emancipa- 
tion of the slaves, will be effected by 
Spain.” 


The following letter to his lordship shews 
how the communication was received : 


‘To the Right Hon. Lord Brougham. 

‘¢ My Lord,—At the public meeting held 
on the 10th current, by the Spanish Aboli- 
tionist Society, your lordship's kind letter, 
expressing satisfaction at our efforts, was 
read, and tumultuous applause greeted the 
encouraging words you addressed to the 
abolitionists of Spain, and the hope you 
expressed that Slavery might soon disappear 
from the possessions of this noble and 
Christian nation. Several members of our 
Society, fully appreciating the value of such 
a testimony upon so important an occasion, 
laid upon the table a proposition, that your 
lordship should be invited to accept the title 
of Honorary President of the Committee of 
Direction, which, being at once submitted, 
was unanimously ratified by the crowded 
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meeting, and your nomination proclaimed 
with acclamation. 

‘Tt affords us, my lord, the greatest 
pleasure to inform you of this nomination, 
so important in every respect, and signifi- 
cant as a proof of the high estimation in 
which the Spanish people hold the eminent 
men, who, like your lordship, advocate the 
most noble and holy of causes. 

‘** T have the honour my Lord, 
To salute you with the highest 
consideration, 
‘** Junio L, pE VIzcARRONDO, 
Secretary.” 

Lord Brougham has since written ex- 
pressing his satisfaction at the progress of 
the movement, and stating that he con- 
siders it a high honour to accept the office 
which has been conferred upon him, 








A SUGGESTION CONCERNING 
JAMAICA. 


A LETTER has been addressed to us, throw- 
ing out a suggestion which strikes us as 
quite worthy of serious attention. We do 
not hold ourselves responsible for the 
whole of the writer’s views, but on the 
subject of co-operation they command our 
sympathy. It is notorious that the small 
freeholders cannot obtain a fair price for 
their produce ; that, as a rule, merchants 
will not ship for them—a fact which may 
probably be attributed to the latter having 
little or no faith in them; in a word, that 
the disadvantages attendant upon inde- 
pendent efforts in the direction of agri- 
culture and commerce, paralyze their de- 
velopment, and consequently retard the 
material prosperity of the peasantry. The 
remedy for this evil is either an agency, or 
co-operation, or a combination of both ; 
and we should be glad to, see the experi- 
ment tried, on sound principies, by persons 
having not merely a philanthropic, but a 
substantial interest in its success. Our 
correspondent will probably take an early 
opportunity of submitting a plan for carry- 
ing out his views. We merely give pub- 
licity to them, and shall be glad if any one 
will come forward to promote their practical 
application. 


WHAT IS TO BECOME OF JAMAICA? 
To the Editor of the ‘‘Anti-Slavery Reporter.” 


** Srr—Unless philanthropists take counsel with 
economists for immediate action—not waiting 
until the Commission of Inquiry shall have 
enabled one of the conflicting parties to convict 
the other—then a golden opportunity may be 
lost for engaging both parties in co-operation 
with advantage to both, although each be 
prompted only by the instincts of self-preserva- 
tion. 

*‘ Surely nothing could be more improvident 
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than for the friends of the hostile races to do 
nothing but array themselves on opposite sides, 
until the commission shall have reported defi- 
nitely; until the Home Government shall in 
due course have matured plans to meet the 
iniquities of the past, and the exigencies of the 
future ; and, fivally, until the Parliament then 
sitting shall have discussed and ayproved these 
lans. 

“Assume that Governor Eyre and his co- 
adjutors, the Legislature, the planters, the 
magistracy, the military authorities, &c., reckon 
confidently upon their own justification: that 
would necessarily involve proof that a large 
military force, beyond the ability of the island 
to maintain, can alone afford security againsi 
repeated insurrections. And would not that be 
to prove too much, in the face of a dominant 
objection expressed at home to what are termed 
‘costly colonies, inimical to free trade, and liable 
to embroil the whole empire in hostilities with 
rival powers ?’ 

*“ Assume, on the other hand, that such a 
justification do not result from the inquiry: to 
what extent will the friends of the negro deem 
it safe and expedient, even in his own interest, 
to force conclusions at the risk of stimulating 
his animosities? 

“ The impeached Government, meanwhile only 
suspended, will then have become ipso facto 
superseded, the constitution will have been 
changed, the powers liable to abuse revoked— all, 
indeed, accomplished but ‘retribution.’ If acry 
for that terrify;the whites and their adherents 
into flight, what shall avert desolation, or, 
perhaps, anarchy from the Queen of the Antilles? 
Be the verdict of the commission what it may, 
both classes will be ruined, unless, without 
waiting for it, means and opportunities be found 
to revivify a common interest in saving and 
fructifying the resources of the island. 

“Tt has been said that the negro has hitherto 
felt no adequate incentive to sustained industry. 
Then try that of a direct stake in the products 
of his industry, such as is afforded under the 
system of co-operative association. That system 
is extensively employed in certain districts of 
England; it has been successful also in other 
countries, Great enterprises — for instance, 
whaling and mining, in well-known forms— 
owe their prosperity to co-operation. And just 
as in mining the proprietor takes his per-centage 
of realized products, while others wait for their 
stipulated shares, content meanwhile with bare 
* subsistence,’ and working in subordination only 
to men of their own choice,—so might pro- 
prietors of unproductive plantations, and the 
labourers who should tend and reap their crops, 
co-operate in their respective grades for a com- 
mou prosperity. 

“What is wanted, in order to organize such 
co-operation in Jamaica, is an intermediary 
agency, SO Constituted as to command influence 
with the various parties concerned. Such an 
agency requires the concurrent action of philan- 
thropists and ecouomists, who, instead of wasting 
all their energies upon incrimination or re- 
crimination, would save alive the interests which 
they respectively advocate. It is the philan- 


thropists especially to whom the initiative 
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{ naturally belongs. Theirs has always been the 
responsibility of influencing the race strongest 
by numbers, weakest by intelligence. The 
economists, on their part, need apprehend neither 
Communism nor Socialism in expedients which 
they would probably regard as ada;ted only to 
the emergency, and likely in the end to give way 
to the ordinary relations of employers and em- 
ployed. ‘The period to elapse betore’that end 
must be measure! by the success of influences 
and opportunities meanwhile exercised for con- 
ciliating pa’ ties now in antagonism. 

“This is the moment to inaugurate systematic 
endeavours to that end, and co-operation is the 
obvious means of saving the substance during 
strife for the shadow. 

“J. A. FRANKLIN. 
* London Institution.” ‘ 








FRIENDLY ADDDESSES TO SPANISH 
LADIES. 


AN interesting movement has been in pro- 
gress, which it becomes our agreeable duty 
to record. As soon as it became known in 
England that the Spanish Abolitionist 
Society was in active operation, a sugges- 
tion was thrown out that the Ladies Anti- 
Slavery Societies in this country should 
send to the ladies of Madrid, interested in 
the abolition of Slavery, a friendly address, 
to encourage them in the prosecution of 
their work. This suggestion was favourably 
received, and at once acted upon. Bir- 
mingham, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Liver- 
pool and London were thus represented. 
Paris also sent a similar address. These 
were read at the great meeting which was 
held at Madrid, in the Theatre of Varieties, 
on the 10th ult., and were greeted with 
loud applause. They have been translated, 
and published in the Spanish newspapers, 
and also reprinted for special circulation. 
They have had the effect of stimulating the 
ladies of Madrid to take an active part in 
the abolition movement, and to form a 
‘Madrid Ladies’ Emancipation Society,” 
the constitution of which will shortly be 
published, with the names of its Presidents, 
Vice-Presidents and others. We have 
great pleasure in giving the text of those 
Addresses of which a copy has reached us. 
THE RESPECTFUL AND AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 


OF THE BIRMINGHAM LADIES’ NEGROES’ 
FRIEND SOCIETY, TO THE LADIES OF 
MADRID: 


As strangers, and belonging to another country, 
no ordinary object would have induced us to take 
the liberty of addressing you, but the deep interest 
we feel in the condition of multitudes of our 
fellow-creatures, held in Slavery in the colonies 
of Spain, emboldens us to appeal to you or their 
behalf. 

Of all the evils which afflict humanity, and 
which are perpetrated by man upon man, none 





can be regarded as more at variance with the 
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benign precepts of the Gospel than Slavery and 
the Slave-trade. The total abolition of these, 
wherever still permitted by European nations, 
is an object that has been long and ardently 
desired by the members of this Society, and in 
thus appealing to the ladies of Madrid for their 
interest in promoting this grand consummation, 
they are encouraged by the knowledge, that both 
Slavery and the Slave-trade have been con- 
demned by the highest authorities of the Roman- 
Catholic Church in past and preseat times. 

This Society was established in the year 1825, 
to promote the abolition of Slavery in the British 
West Indies; and since the Act of Emancipation 
in 1838, its members have been engaged in aiding 
the all-important and most needful work of 
raising the enfranchised population from the 
debased moral and spiritual condition in which 
Slavery had left them, This work may be long 
and difficult, but in its prosecution the most 
convincing evidence has been afforded that the 
benefits of freedom far outweigh any of the 
alleged advantages of Slavery. 

Whilst rejoicing in the blessings of freedom in 
their own West-India possessions, it was im- 
possible that the continuance of Slavery in the 
islands of Cuba and Porto Rico should not 
cause the members of this Society continued 
sorrow of heart. 

In 1849, the ladies of this Association, convened 
in a large parlour-meeting, were afresh impressed 
with the sad narrative of Slavery as existing in 
Cuba and Brazil, and yet more by the miseries 
and cruelties of the Slave traffic carried on for 
the support of the system in those countries. 
They felt strongly, and still feel, that were there 
not a constant demand for slaves, there would 
no longer be an incentive to a trade which con- 
signs iis victims to such complicated horrors, that 
the mind shrinks from the contemplation of 
them. 

From the year 1849 to the present time they 
have sought for opportunities of drawing the at- 
tention of the influential of their own country 
men to this subject, and have welcomed every 
indication that came to their knowledge that 
the calamities it involves are arresting attention 
in Spain and Cuba. 

It was with cordial satisfaction that they an- 
nounced at their last annual meeting the for- 
mation of an Abolition Society in Madrid, and 
this feeling is heightened by the intelligence that 
one of the vice-presidents of the Society has 
recently published a project for immediate aboli- 
tion. Immediate, not gradual Abolition,” was 
the title of a pamphlet written by Elizabeth 
Heyrick, an English lady, in the time of our own 
Anti-Slavery struggle, which gave an important 
and salutary impetus to the cause, The circu- 
lation of this pamphlet, and the previous diffu- 
sion of an immense amount of information on 
the subject throughout the country, was the work 
of the numerous Anti-Slavery Societies in Great 
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Britain and Ireland. In the prosecution of this 
work they had to encounter obliquy and opposi- 
tion, and were reminded that the affairs of 
Government and the administration of the laws 
were not the province of women. Still they felt, 
that as it is the office of woman to guard and cul- 
tivate all pure and joyful domestic affections, to 
comfort the sorrowful, and to relieve the suffer- 
ing, they must by all the means they could com- 
mand seek the removal of Slavery. Foris it nota 
curse, that violates every thing most precious in 
life—the affections that God has implanted in our 
nature, the relationships He has ordained, the 
sorrows He has permitted, the joys he has be- 
stowed? Does it not close the ear to the com- 
plaints of the aged, the cries of the child, the 
distress of the mother? Such we know was the 
case in our own West-India islands, such is 
the case on the continent of North America. 
Therefore are our hearts filled with gladness 
when we reflect that the dominion of Slavery in‘ 
the United States has for ever ceased. With 
our thanksgivings for this triumph of liberty, 
we desire that our prayers should ascend with 
yours to the Great Father of all for its universal 
extension. 

We trust that the hopes of the.speedy extinc- 
tion of Slavery in Brazil are brightening. We 
desire that Spain should set that country an 
illustrious example; and we earnestly and re- 
spectfully invite the ladies of Madrid by 
every means in their power, to urge their hus- 
bands and sons, their fathers and brothers, to 
take part in this glorious enterprise. Then, by 
the blessing of God, may the time soon come, 
when every child born in the dominions of the 
Queen of Spain, way come into the world the 
free-born subject of a monarch, whose highest 
glory and happiness it would be, that wherever 
she swayed her sceptre, there Slavery should be 
able to find neither habitation nor resting-place, 
nor possibility of existence. , 

We respectfully subscribe ourselves, yours, 
with Christian regard, 

(Signed) 

Sarah R. Buckton; Mary Middlemore; 
Duodecima Crowley; Hannah Margaret 
Joseph; Catharine Keep; Martha Mit- 
chell; Caroline Woodhill; Susanna H. 
Harcourt ; Mary Groom; Eleanor Sturge; 
Sarah Southall; Ann Mary Goodrick ; 
Elizabeth Scott; Anna Mary Scott; Ann 
Cadbury; Eliza Ellis; Maria Cadbury; 
Susan Home Barrow; Eliza M. Sturge ; 
Sarah E. Pease; Kezia Yates; Jane 
Hurdman, Caroline Sargant; Mary Kent; 
Martha Gadsby; Emmeline Sredennick ; 
Ellen G. Dymond; Maria Baker; Caroe 
line Lloyd; Priscilla Ellis; Sophia 
Sturge; Sarah Alfred Fox; H. Joseph 
Sturge; Elizabeth Brady; Mary P. 
Booth; Margaret Manton; Jane Pye; 
Anna Jane Baker; Emma What- 
more; Elizabeth F. Taunton; Har- 
riett Atkins; Elsie Bartlett; Ellen 
Sturge; Eliza Maria Southall; Tamasin 
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Christie; M. A. Phipson; Henrietta 
Morgan; Rebecca Hutchinson; Lydia 
Edmund Sturge; Elizabeth S. Phipson; 
Emma J. Gibbins; Hannah Nutter ; 
Amelia Scott; Hannah Bott Smith ; 
Candia Cadbury; Lizzie Rotton; Sarah 
Middlemore; Rachel A. Albright; Mary 
Louisa May Goddard; Elizabeth R. Cad- 
bury; Anne Coltman; Mary Anne Avery ; 
Elizabeth Southall; Rachel Anna Al- 
bright ; Anna Maria Harris; E. S8. 
Hiinges; Augusta KE. Rotton; Esther M. 
Partridge; Mary Keep; Rachel Way- 
ward; Emma Wright ; Barah W. Sturge ; 
M. A. Jenkin Brown; Sarah Coleman ; 
Fanny D. Goddard ; Catharine Adlington ; 
Hannah Burgess; Sarah Avery; Eliza- 
beth K. Neele; Jane Eliza Lloyd. 
Birmingham, 13th October, 1865. 


THE RESPECTFUL AND AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS 
OF ANTI-SLAVERY LADIES AT NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE, 


TO THE LADIES OF MADRID. 


We, the undersigned, though personally un- 
known to you, desire to express our warmest 
sympathy with the feeling which we understand 
to be prevalent in Madrid in favour of Negro 
Emancipation; a sentiment which is closely in 
accordance with the advanced civilization of the 
age, and with the holiest principles of humanity 
and religion. 

We have heard with satisfaction that the 
Government of your country has signified its re- 
solve to suppress the inhuman traffic in slaves, 
which is still carried on between the coast of 
Africa and the Spanish colonies, in defiance of 
the laws of Spain. 

We have Rened with still deeper satisfaction 
that, in unison with the enlightened public 
opinion of Madrid, your Government now con- 
templates a yet more important step in the same 
direction, viz. the entire abolition of Slavery in, 
the Spanish colonies. 

Ladies of Madrid! we congratulate you on 
the happy prospect which appears to be dawning 
on your country. We look forward with delight 
to the day, now, we trust, not far distant, when 
the soil of the Spanish dominions shall be every- 
where sacred to human liberty, when the 
moment a slave sets foot upon that soil he shall 
be free! Greatly do we rejoice to learn that 
Spanish ladies are looking to this glorious end, and 
while venturing to salute you as fellow-labourers, 
we earnestly desire and pray for your success. 

Some of us are old enough to remember the 
day when Great Britain had her own slaves in the 
Antilles, and when our parents encouraged us to 
take part in those efforts, which, thirty years 
ago, were crowned with God's blessing. Since 
then we have watched with lively interest the 

rogress of the cause in France, Denmark, and 
the Netherlands ; and with unmingled satisfac- 
tion we now recognise the fact that Slavery is 
no longer tolerated in the dominions of those 
countries. But the latest event in the history of 
Abolition is the most important of all ; and were it 
not that the news is reiterated from quarters 
which it is impossible to doubt, we should find it 
hard to believe that more than three millions of 
slaves in the United States of America have 
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already been set free! After this, how can we 
do otherwise than thank God, and take courage? 

Again wishing you speedy and complete suc- 
cess in pleading for your enslaved and down- 
trodden fellow-subjects, we subscribe ourselves, 
with much consideration, your humble fellow- 
labourers, whose names are undersigned. 

24th of October, 1865. 

(Signed) 

Sarah Richardson ; Ann Oliver; A. M. 
Richardson ; Mary J. Dixon; Violet 
Macdougal; Agnes Ellis; Amy Wilson ; 
Margaret Lax; Ann Dinah Holmes; 
Maria Whitten; Mary Robson; Esther 
Drewry ; Mary Proctor; Mary Clephan ; 
Emma R. Pumphrey; Elizabeth Oliver ; 
Hester S. Rutter; Sarah W. Wilson; 
Mary J. Watson; Sarah Foster; Margaret 
Morton; Alice Watson; Augusta A. 
Richardson; Ann R. Foster; S. B. 
Mather; Ann Drewry; Helen Proctor; 
Mary Drewry; Sarah A. Richardson ; 
Mary J. Oliver; Marianne Richardson; 
Esther M. Clapham; A. M. Rutter; Jane 
Richardson; Esther E. Lax; Catharine 
Richardson ; Maria Hogg; Elizabeth S. 
Rutter; Charlotte Kobjohns; Mary 
Watson ; Jessie Proctor ; Louisa Shields ; 
Eleanor Woodyer; A. M. Woodyer; E. 
Allen; Sarah Alexander; Jane Hunter; 
S. Maria Houseman; Harriett Robins{; 
Helen Page; Margaret Milburn Pringle; 
Lucy Whitten; Elizabeth Kyle; Sarah 
M. Hay; Mary Jane Proctor; Isabel 
Pumphrey; 8S. E. Turner ; Margaret 
Lownds ; Jane S. Pringle; Anna H. 
Richardson ; Joanna Hogg; Elizabeth 
Holmes; Frances Walker; Sarah Robin- 
son; Sarah Holmes; Jane Mather ; 
Sarah Drewry ; Lucy Wilson; Mary 
Charlesworth; Annie Moore. 


TO THE LADIES OF SPAIN. 

THE AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS OF THE LADIES’ 
EMANCIPATION SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH, 
SCOTLAND, 

Dear Sisters,—Will you permit us to address 
you on a subject which we believe to be of deep 
interest to you as well as to ourselves ? 

We have for thirty-five years been associated 
to promote the extinction of Slavery throughout 
the world, on the ground that it isa sin against 
the Most High God for man to enslave his bro- 
ther, or to claim property in man. 

We have rejoiced to witness the abolition of 
Slavery in the West-Indian dependencivs of 
Great Britain, and its abolition in the Dutch 
colonies, and, lastly, we have greatly rejoiced in 
the proclamation of emancipation to the four 
million slaves of the United States of America. 

Amid all these tokens of progress, it has been 
a source of much grief to us that the crime of 
Slavery continues to be cherished in the colonies 
belonging to Spain, the more especially as those 
colonies present the principal market for the 
encouragement and perpetuation of the wicked, 
cruel, and infamous African Slave-trade. 

Now, however, we hear with very great satis- 
faction and thankfulness that Spain is moving 
within herself for the extinction of this dark 
blot from her national escutcheon, and we 
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greatly rejoice that you, the women of Spain, 
are giving ear to the cry of the oppressed. Ou 
women especially this cause has a strong claim 
for sympathy, for in Slavery the women suffer 
very peculiarly and very terribly. It is not 
needful for us to recount to you all the wrongs, 
and sorrows, and degradations of slave women ; 
but we would earnestly and affectionately en- 
treat of you to suffer no considerations to deter 
you from raising your voices on behalf of those 
sufferers, and to spare no effort that may be 
in your power to promote this cause of humanity 
and justice. 

In thus persevering, in due season ‘ you will 
reap if you faint not,” and your God will give 
his smile and sanction, and will bless your 
efforts, and you will have the joy of having as- 
sisted in removing this disgrace from the realm 
of your beloved Queen, and this cryiug iniquity 
from the face of the Lord's earth. 

With earnest desires that the Divine bless- 
ing may be around you for your preservation, 
and may rest upon you and your efforts, 

We are, your affectionate Sist«rs, 
(Signed for the Edinburgh Ladies’ Eman- 
cipation Society.) 
Evizasetu Nicuonr, President. 
Acnes LILLIE | 
ExizA WiaHaM, ) 
Edinburgh, Nov. 2, 1865. 


ADDRESS OF THE LONDON NEGRO AID SOCIETY 
TO THE LADIES OF MADRID 

TueE members of the London Negro Aid Society 
have heard with deep interest of the generous 
efforts that have been made, and are still 
making, by the ladies of Madrid, for the aboli- 
tion of Slavery in the Spanish colonies, and de- 
sire to assure them of their warm and heartfelt 
sympathy in the good and noble work they are 
doing and they earnestly hope that their labours 
may be crowued with success. 

In America Slavery is abolished—the glorious 
day of freedom has dawned. But to make that 
freedom secure, much has still to be accomplished. 
The negro is no longer a slave; but, to place bim 
on an equality with the white man, he must be 
endowed with the rights of citizenship: there 
must be no distinction of colour or place. And 
till this grand result is attained, every Anti- 
Slavery Society has work to do. The cause of 
liberty is not confined to one country, it is uni 
versal; the work achieved in the United States 
is aiding the world’s progress. The emancipation 
of the negro in America must soon be followed 
by the abolition of Slavery in the Spanish colo- 
nies. 

In conclusion, the members of the London 
Negro Aid Sociely again desire to express their 
earnest hope that the work so nobly begun by 
the ladies of Madrid may soon be successfully 
terminated, and to reiterate their assurance of 
profound sympathy with them in their generous 
efforts. (Signed, in behalf of the Soc'ety,) 

a Mentia Taytor, Hon. Sec. 
THE FREEDMEN’S AID MOVE- 
MENT IN FRANCE. 

(From a Correspondent.) 
Arter the formation, in April last, of the 
French Comité d’ Emancipation, consisting 
of some of the most eminent men in Paris, 


Secretaries. 
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Mr. Lucius Haynes, delegate from the 
‘*New York National Freedmen’s Relief 
Association,” remained in Paris, in order to 
speak at the annual meeting of pastors, 
which was to take place the following week, 
in the Oratoire. 

His accounts of the sufferings of the 
freed people —his touching appeal on their 
behalf—and his representation of their 
claims on the Christians of all countries, 
made a deep impression on this assembly ; 
and they resolved, in spite of the demands 
for assistance which were just then being 
made for the Protestants of Hungary, to 
recommend the claims of the emancipated 
negro to all the reformed churches through- 
out France. 

Mr. L. Haynes left Paris the same 
evening ; but during the days which inter- 
vened between the meeting at M. Labou- 
laye’s, when the ‘‘ Comité d’Emancipation” 
was formed, and that on which he ad- 
dressed the assembly of pastors, he had not 
been idle—he had seen several ladies, both 
Protestant and Catholic, spoken to them 
about forming working Societies, and 
Madame Coignet having generously offered 
him the use of her saloon, he had issued a 
circular inviting them to meet him there, 
and listen to the accounts he had to give 
of the present condition of the freed people 
—their destitution and their need of help. 

This was on the 27th of April. About 
sixty persons were present, and at the end 
of Mr. Haynes’ address, in which he re- 
minded them that not every century af- 
forded an opportunity of joining in so 
noble a work as that of raising four mil- 
lions of human beings from a condition of 
brutes to that of men, twenty came for- 
ward and put down their names for 125 
francs, to buy material which should be 
made up into garments. 

A Committee was soon formed, with 
Madame Laboulaye for President, Madame 
Coignet, Secretary and Treasurer, and 
Madames Cochin and De Presensé as Vice- 
Presidents—two Catholics and two Pro- 
testants. 

Of the three Committees formed during 
Mr. Haynes’ visit, the ladies’ was the one 
which first began to work actively. At 
the end of two or three weeks several 
thousand francs had been collected; and 
the five pastors, M. Vaurigaud of Nantes, 
MM. Fisch, Vallette, Montaudon, and 
Monod of Paris, who had prepared an 
address, and undertaken to appeal to the 
churches, seeing that the ladies had taken 
the initiative, resolved to merge it into 
one, with the understanding that in the 
general report the amount collected by the 
reformed churches should be named 
apart. With what generosity the Chris- 
tians of some small and comparatively 
unknown churches have responded to this 
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appeal, and with what willingness the pea- 
sants have contributed as soon as the des- 
titution of the emancipated slaves has 
been made known to them, the following 
fact may prove, and this is by no means a 
solitary instance. The members of a very 
small and very poor Baptist Church near 
St. Quentin, who meet from fifteen diffe- 
rent villages, were told one Sunday of the 
suffering and struggles of the freed-people. 
The pastor who was about to administer 
the Communion, proposed that the sous 
given that day after the sacrament should 
be sent to their brethren in America. Not 
only was the assent universal, but the col- 
lection was double the usual amount, and 
included a hair bracelet fastened with a 
gold clasp—probably the only ornament to 
have been found amongst them. 

‘‘ The cause of the emancipated slaves 
meets with much sympathy among our 
workpeople and peasants,” writes a corre- 
spondent from the Department of Doubs. 
‘**The women of Pierre Fontaine have 
brought their pastor good new shirts, which 
they have taken from their linen chests, 
and to which they have added other gar- 
ments. At Monte Cheraux 250 metres of 
stuff was divided between the parishioners 
in two or three days, and they were obliged 
to get more at once, not to send away such 
willing workers. They are now making 
up the third lot purchased. I see in all the 
villages around me, wherever the situation 
of the negro is known, that they give, and 
give willingly, but more in linen and work 
than money, for money is not abundant in 
these country places.” 

And the Department of Doubs is by no 
means an exceptional one. Some of the 
clothes sent to New York from Paris has 
come from some of the remotest parts of 
France. ‘‘ Tonneins and Mazameth” says 
Madame Coignet, in her admirable report 
of this Society, read at the last meeting of 
the Committee, ‘‘ two little towns in the 
Pyrenees, were the first to set the example. 
There, as early as last May, some ladies met 
together, collected money. and made clothes. 

‘‘At Montauban, at the close of the meet- 
ing held in the Theological College, fif- 
teen or twenty ladies agreed to divide the 
town and its suburbs between them, to 
collect from house to house. They have 
raised 2000 francs, an immense sum for a 
town without manufactures, and where no 
large fortunes exist. 

** At Bordeaux a Committee has been 
formed, which has already collected more 
than 2000 francs, and to which the Arch- 
bishop contributed 100 francs. 

“‘ At Nimes a Committee has been orga- 
nized by alady from Paris, and they raised 
at once from 2300 to 2400 francs. 

‘* At Toulouse another Committee has 
raised nearly 1000 francs. 
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**At Orthtz, at Vigan, at Sommitére 
(Gard) at Montbéhard, at Sédan, &c. they 
have made, or are making garments. I do 
not menticn all the localities, it would 
be too long. I will only add that there 
are a great number of places, like Mar- 
seilles, where they are actively at work for 
the freed people, though as yet we know 
nothing of the result.” 

But, perhaps, the most interesting fea- 
ture in this work is the sympathy shown 
by the artizans of Paris. The Secretary, 
in the same report, in speaking of receiv- 
ing help from quarters where it was least 
expected, writes, ‘‘Oue day it is the wife 
of a journeyman printer, a good and clever 
workwoman, who of her own accord, after 
having read our circular in the papers, 
offers a day’s work and the use of her sew- 
ing machine. The same day I received a 
letter from a journeyman tailor, making a 
similar offer. A little later the wife .of an 
upholsterer brought me a packet of clothes, 
which she had collected from among her 
acquaintances, and which she and _ her 
daughter had neatly mended. Then a 
shoemaker collected 25 frances, and the co- 
operative masons made another collec- 
tion of 125 francs amongst themselves, 
entirely of their own accord.” The 
workmen of Lyons, notwithstanding the 
distress which has reigned in that town, 
have at two different times sent money, 
and the peasants and soldiers of Versailles 
have done the same. Nor have the arti- 
sans of l'Alsace been behind-hand. The 
greater portion of the 100 francs collected 
in Mulhouse was given in sous. And a lady, 
writing from that town, mentions that a 
subscription list taken into a workshop re- 
ceived in one day 400 signatures and 
brought in 67 francs; and a cook, who had 
obtained one of the same collecting papers 
at two sous subscription, took it to market 
with her every morning, till she had got it 
filled up by the market-women and other 
servants whom she met there. 

One of the first collections, if not the 
first, made in Paris for the freed people 
was by the freemasons. It was a few 
days after Mr. Haynes’ departure ; in fact, 
had Mr. Haynes been a freemason, an op- 
portunity would have been afforded him of 
advocating the cause of the freed people in 
two or three lodges. As it was, a freema- 
son who talked with him repeated his 
statements in the lodge to which he be- 
longed, and a collection was made. Several 
others in Paris, Boulogne, and St. Ger- 
main’s followed their example. The lodge 
at Constantinople sent 150 francs. 

The total amount collected in France up 
to the present time (Nov. ), is 49,000 francs, 

17,013 francs 10 cents have been sent to 
New York in money, and 2000 francs to 
Cincinnati, 
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REIGN OF TERROR LEGISLATION 
IN JAMAICA. 


WE have received from one of our Jamaica 
correspondents a copy of the series of 
enactments passed by the Legislature of 
the island, during the reign of terror insti- 
tuted by Lieutenant-Governor Eyre, con- 
sequent upon the recent riot at Morant Bay 
in October last. The announcement in the 
public papers made by our correspondent, 
that these documents would bein our posses- 
sion, has caused numerous applications to 
us for copies of them. As we are unable to 
supply this demand, we deem it desirable to 
issue a supplement to the Anti-Slavery 
Reporter, containing a reprint of these Bills 
in extenso. 

It will be found convenient as a record, 
though we hope, that under present cir- 
cumstances Her Majesty will be advised to 
disallow the whole of these Bills, many of 
which, especially the one to alter and amend 
the political constitution of the island, 
were passed with a haste so indecent, as to 
indicate a consciousness of their objection- 
able character on the part of the local 
authorities. 

In this series of Bills we find the one 
adopted about a year ago, to authorise the 
infliction of corporal punishment in certain 
cases of petty larceny. The Committee of 
the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety protested against it; in a memorial to 
Mr, Cardwell, on the 3ri of April last, but 
were unable to ascertain whether it had 
or had not been recommended for the royal 
sunction. It now appears that the Com- 
mittee’s representations produced a certain 
effect, and that the Bill was sent back to 
Jamaica for amendment. It isnow returned 
with emendations, though it is highly objec- 
tionable in principle. Flogging as « punish- 
iment, for petty larceny, may still be inflict- 
ed on an offender in the case of a second 
or subsequent conviction, but the maximum 
number of lashes is reduced from fifty to 


under sixteen is to be flogged with a rod 
composed of tamarind, or other switches, 
while the cat-o’-nine tails is reserved to 
lacerate the back of an offender who shall 
be above sixteen years of age. 

It may be remembered by some who 
went up with the great deputation to Mr. 
Cardwell on the 9th of last month, that 
he was pressed for an answer respecting the 


wlowance, or otherwise, of this flogging 
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Bill, but that he maintained a reticence 
which the return of the Bill in its present 
form fully explains. 

The proposed Act of Indemnity is 
simply one of the most extraordinary 
attempts to legalize murder that was ever 
devised, for it not only covers acts done in 
any district where martial law prevailed, 
but in any other in which it was not pro- 
claimed, and the Governor’s declaration, 
that such acts were done with a view to 
suppress rebellion, is to indemnify the 
holder thereof against all proceedings, pre- 
sent or future, whatsoever. 

But not satisfied with this precious piece 
of legislation, another short Act renders it 
lawful for the Governor to detain for an 
indefinite period, all persons apprehended 
during the continuance of martial law, 
whose case had not been adjudicated 
whilst it prevailed. 

With these few remarks, we submit the 
text of this Draconic code. 

THE LAWS OF JAMAICA. 
ANNO REGNI VICESIMO NONO VICTORIE. 
CAP. I. 


“An Act to indemnify the Governor, and all other 
officers and persons concerned in suppressing 
the late rebellion in this island. 


‘*WHerEAs, being seduced by the insidious 
counsel of wickedly-designing persons, many of 
the Queen’s subjects in this island conspired by 
force to overthrow the constitution and govern- 
ment here established by law; and, in fur- 
therance of such their purpose, did, with force, 
and in confederated multitude, commit, on the 
eleventh day of October, in this present year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-five, and on divers other days then follow- 
ing, in the parish of Saint Thomas-in-the-East, 
many burglaries, robberies, arsons, murders, 
and other felonies, with treasonous purpose, in 
renunciation of their natural allegiance, and to 
the intent of the general massacre of all loyal 
and well-disposed subjects of the Queen here 
dwelling: And whereas, upon being informed of 
such the aforesaid atrocities, His Excellency, 
Edward John Eyre, Esquire, the Governor of 
this island, with the advice of a council of war, 


‘oht aid, Mee 1 | and in order to prevent the extension of the said 
eighteen, and the instrument of torture | rebellious outbreak, did proclaim that martial 


must be specified in the sentence. A convict | 


law should obtain and prevail througuout the 
county of Surry, with the exception only of the 
city and parish of Kingston: And whereas, un- 
der God's providence, the military and naval 
forces of the Queen, with the loyal co-operation 
of others Her Majesty’s faithful subjects in this 
island, have arrested the spread of this rebellion, 
and saved the lives of law-abiding ci'izens from 
eminent general sacrifice; And whereas, mili- 
tary, naval, or civil authorities, necessarily 
employed in the prompt suppression of the atro- 
cities aforesaid, may, according to the law of 
ordinary peace, be responsible in person or 








purse for acts done in good faith, for the pur- 
pose of restoring public peace, and quelling the 
rebellion aforesaid: And whereas, it is expe- 
dient that all persons whosoever, in good faith 
and of loyal resolve, have acted for the crushing 
of this rebellious outbreak, should be indemnified 
and kept harmless for such their acts of loyalty : 
Be it therefore, and it hereby is enacted by the 
Governor, Legislative Council, and Assembly of 
this island : 

“‘ First—That all personal actions and suits, 
indictments, informations, attachments, prose- 
cutions, and proceedings, present or future what- 
soever, agaiust such authorities or officers, civil, 
military, or naval, or other persons acting as 
last aforesaid, for or by reason of any matter or 
thing commanded, ordered, directed, or done 
since the promulgation and publication of the 
proclamation of martial law aforesaid, whether 
done in any district in which martial Jaw was pro- 
claimed, or in any district in which martial law 
was not proclaimed, in furtherance of martial 
law; that is to say, on, from, and after the thir- 
teenth day of October last past, and during the 
continuance of such martial law, in order to sup- 
press the said insurrection and rebellion, and 
for the preservation of the public peace througii- 
out the island, shall be discharged and made 
void; and that every person, by whom such act, 
matter, or thing shall have been advised, com- 
manded, rien j directed, or done, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, on, from, and since the said thir- 
teenth day of October, and during the existence 
of such martial law, shall be freed, acquitted, 
discharged, and indemnified, as well against the 
Queen’s most gracious majesty, her heirs and 
successors, as against all and every persons and 
person whomsoever. 

‘¢ Second—And it is hereby also enacted, That 
His Excellency Edward John Eyre, Esquire, 
Captain-general and Governor-in-Chief, and all 
officers and other persons who have acted under 
his authority, or who have acted bond fide for 
the purposes, and during the time aforesaid, 
whether such acts were done in any district in 
which martial law was proclaimed, or in any 
district in which martial law was not proclaimed, 
are hereby indemnified in respect of all acts, 
matters, and things done in order to put an end 
to the said rebellion ; and all such acts so done 
are hereby made and declared to be lawful, and 
are confirmed. 

“«Third—In order to prevent any doubt which 
might arise, whether any act alleged to have 
been done under the authority of the Governor, 
or to have been done bond fide, in order to sup- 
press and put an end to the said rebellion, was 
so done, it shall be lawful for the Governor for 
the time being to declare such acis to have been 
done under such authority, or bond fide for the 
purposes aforesaid; and such declaration, by 
any writing under the hand of the Governor 
for the time being shall, in all cases, be con- 
clusive evidence that such acts were so done 
respectively.” 

CAP, Il. 
« An Act to enable the Governor to detain persons 
arrested during the prevalence of martial law. 


‘Be it enacted by the Governor, Legislative 
Council, and Assembly of this island, and it is 
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hereby enacted, That notwithstanding the de- 
termination of martial law, after the recent or 
any future declaration thereof, it shall be lawful 
for the Governor, with the advice of the execu- 
tive committee, to order, by any writing under 
his hand, for such time as shall be in such order 
expressed, the detention of any person who may 
have been apprehended during the prevalence of 
martial law, and whose case shall not be adju- 
dicated during that period.” 


CAP III. 


* An Act to enable the Governor of this island to 
declare martial law over the whole or any por- 
tions of the island, by and with the advice of 
the Privy Council. 


“ WHEREAS, by the ninety-sixth section of the 
act of the ninth Victoria, chapter thirty-five, 
martial law cannot be declared except at a meet- 
ing of the council of war, composed of twenty- 
one members: And whereas it is at times diffi- 
cult to collect such a council for the purpose of 
immediately declaring martial law, which may 
be rendered necessary by urgent circumstances : 
Beit enacted by the Governor, Legislative Coun- 
cil, and Assembly of this island, as follows: 

* First—On the passing of this Act the Go- 
vernor shall have power, by and with the advice 
of the privy council, from time to time, to declare 
the whole or any portion of this island under 
martial law. 

** Second—So much of the recited Act as is re- 
pugnant to, or inconsistent with this enactment, 
is hereby repealed. 

** Third—That this Act shall be, and continue 
in force from the date of its passing until the 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-eight, and no longer. 


CAP. IV. 


“ An Act to provide for the expenses attending the 
extinguishing of the rebellion. 


‘¢ WHEREAS the putting down of the recent re- 
bellion, and the existence of martial law in the 
county of Surry, have caused serious expenses to 
be incurred, which cannot at present be cor- 
rectly estimated: And whereas the annual re- 
venue of the colony, seriously affected by these 
circumstances, is wholly inadequate to bear any 

ortion thereof: Be it enacted by the Governor, 
gislative Council, and Assembly of this island, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows; 

** First—-The Governor, with the advice of the 
executive committee, shall have power to nego- 
tiate a loan, not exceeding fifty thousand pounds, 
for the purposes named, and shall have full 
power and authority to make such terms as they 
may deem fit for the obtaining and repaying, 
and as to the issuing or renewing of debentures 
for the said loan of fifty thousand pounds, or any 

rtion thereof. 

** Second—'The interest and sinking fund upon 
such sum or sums borrowed, shall be au annual 
charge upon the estimates. 

“ Third—Statements of all particulars, with re- 
ference to the expenditure of such loan, shall be 
placed before the legislature from time to time 
during the present session, as the accounts may 
be approved and audited.” 
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CAP. V. 


“ An Act to provide for the forfeiture of the real 
and personal estates of persons guilty of 
treason or felony in the late rebellion. 

** Whereas by the law relating to forfeitures 
for attainder of treason or felony, no forfeiture 
accrues to the Crown by reason of such judgment 
of a court-martial in time of the prevalence of 
martial law: And whereas all such judgments. 
given by such courts-martial in the districts 
wherein martial law obtained in the months of 
October and November of this present year of 
grace, one thousand eight hundred and sixty- 
five, have been confirmed and approved by the 
legislature of this island, and it is expedient, 
both for the prevention of rebellion in future, for 
contribution towards defraying the extraordinary 
public expenses occasioned by the late rebellion 
in various parts of this island, towards compen- 
sating innocent sufferers for the loss and destruc- 
tion of their natural pretectors and supporters, 
and of their property, and for the becoming re- 
cognition of distinguished services rendered by 
the naval and military forces (so far as the same 
may be approved by Her Majesty the Queen), 
that all the forfeitable property, interest, and 
estate, real and personal, of persons so adjudged 
guilty of treason or felony as aforesaid, should 
be placed at the disposal of the Crown: Be it, and 
it is hereby enacted by the Governor, Legislative 
Council, and Assembly of this istand, and by the 
authority of the same. 

** First—That all the judgments, so given as 
aforesaid, shall have the same effect as attaints 
of treason, or felony respectively, in courts of 
record. 

** Second—That a certificate of any such 
judgment under the respective hands and seals 
of the president of the court-martial at which 
any such judgment shall have been given, and of 
Major-General Luke Smythe O'Connor, C. B., 
now and during the said rebellion commanding 
the forces, shall be deemed conclusive, but not 
the exclusive evidence of such judgment. 


CAP. VI. 


‘‘An Act to revive the Act of the Twenty-third 
* Victoria, chapter three, for regulating the 
issuing of, and the proceedings under a 
special commission of oyer and terminer 
Jor the trial of certain offences committed 
in the county of Cornwall, and to extend 
its provisions to offences committed in the 
island generally, and for other purposes, 
‘““ BE it enacted by the Governor, Legislative 
Council, aud Assembly of this island, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows: 

‘* First—The Act of the twenty-third Victoria, 
chapter three, for regulating the issuing of, and 
the proceedings under a special commission of 
oyer and terminer for the trial of certain offences 
committed in the county of Cornwall, is hereby 
extended to all cases of offences committed within 
the last twelve months, or hereafter to be com- 
mitted within this island. 

“ Second—That it shall be lawful for the 
Crown, at the trial, to require a special jury to 
be struck in court from the panel of jurors so 
summoned, and thereupon all the names of the 
jurors on such panel, except the names of those 
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who shall have been sworn and empannelled on 
the grand jury, shall be written on separate 
pieces of paper, and placed by the officer of the 
court in a box or hat, and shall be then and there 
balloted for in open court, and the Crown and 
the prisoner, or some one on their behalf, shall 
be each at liberty to object to the names of twelve 
persons, called and drawn from such panel, until 
a full jury be formed. 

** Third—That if the prisoner, or his attorney, 
shall refuse or neglect to join in balloting for 
such special jury, it shall be lawful for the court 
to appoint some one to act on behalf of the 
prisoner. 


CAP. VII. 


‘© An Act to amend the Act to authorize the ine 
fliction of corporal punishment in certain 
cases of larceny and other offences. 


‘*WHeREAS it is expedient to amend and ex- 
plain the Act of the Legislature, entitled ‘ An 
Act to authorize the infliction of corporal 
punishment in certain cases of larceny and 
other offences,” which now awaits Her Majesty’s 
assent: Be it therefore, and it hereby is enacted 
by the Governor, Legislative Council, and As- 
sembly, 

‘* First—That the third section of the afore- 
said Act be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

‘* Second—The words ‘second or subsequent 
conviction,’ in the second section of the afore- 
said Act, shall be construed to include any con- 
viction of an offence in the said section specified, 
after a conviction of any other offence therein 
also specified. 

‘* U'hird—Whenever sentence of whipping shall 
be awarded under this and the aforesaid act, the 
number of stripes, and the instrument with 
which they are to be inflicted, shall be specified 
by the court in such sentence: Provided, that 
no such sentence shall direct or authorize more 
than eighteen stripes to be administered to a 
convict under the age of sixteen years, nor 
more than thirty-six stripes to a convict above 
or of that age; and that, in the flogging of a 
convict under the age of sixteen years, the instru 
ment used shall be a rod, composed of tamarind 
or other switches, and in the case of a convict of 
or above sixteen years of age, the instrument 
used shall be the ordinary cat of nine tails. 

‘* Fourth—-This act shall not come into opera- 
tion until it shall have received Her Majesty’s 
royal assent, and such assent shall have been 
notified by advertisement in ‘ the Jamaica Gazette 
by authority.’ 


CAP. VIII. 


“ An Act to prevent the training of persons to the 
use of arms, and to the practice of military 
evolutions and exercise, 


‘¢ WHEREAS it is expedient that no persons, or 
bodies of men, should be permitted to assemble 
and practice military training and exercise within 
this island, except only Her Majesty’s forces, and 
such other persons as are thereunto authorized, 
as after-mentioned by the Governor : Be it enacted 
by the Governor, LegislativeCouncil, and Assembly 
of this island, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows : 
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« First—Ail meetings and assemblies of per- 
sons for the purpose of training or drilling them- 
selves, or of being trained or drilled to the use of 
arms, or for the purpose of practising military 
exercise, movements, or evolutions, without autho- 
rity from the captain-general of this island, by 
commission or otherwise, shall be, and the same 
are hereby prohibited. 

“* Second—very person who shall be present 
at, or attend any such meeting or assembly, for 
the purpose of training or drill:ng any other per- 
son or persons te the use of arms, or the practice 
of military exercise, movements, or evolutions, or 
who shall train or drill any other person or per- 
sons to the use of arms, or the practice of mili- 
tary exercise, movements, or evolutions, or who 
shall aid or assist therein, being legally convicted 
thereof, shail be liable to be kept in penal servi- 
tude for a term not exceeding seven years, or to 
be punished by imprisonment, with or without 
hard labour, for a term not exceeding two years, 
at the discretion of the court in which such con- 
viction shall be had. 

‘* Third—Every person who shall attend or be 
present at any such meeting as aforesaid, for the 
purpose of being, or who shall at any such meeting 
or assembly, be trained or drilled to the use of 
arms, or the practice of milita:y exercise, move- 
ments, or evolutions, being legally convicted 
thereof, shall be liable to be punished by fine and 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding two years, 
at the discretion of the court in which such con- 
viction shall be had. 

*¢ Fourth—It shall be lawful for any justice of 
the peace, or for any constable or peace officer, or 
for any officer holding a commission in the militia 
or volunteer forces of this island, or for any other 
person or persons acting in their aid or assistance, 
to disperse any such unlawful meeting or 
assembly, and to arrest and detain any person 
present at, or aidinz, as-isting, or abetting any 
such assembly or meeting ; and it shall be bawful 
for the justice of the peace who shall arrest any 
such person, or before whom any person so 
arrested shall be brought, to commit such person 
for trial, unless such person can and shall give 
sufficient bail for his appearance at the next 
circuit court of the parish in which he may have 
been apprehended, to answer to any indictment 
which may be preferred against him for any 
such offence against this act. 

** Fifth—-Nothing in this act contained shall 
extend to prevent any prosecution, indictment, or 
otherwise, for any thing which s!:all be an offence 
within the intent and meaning of this act, and 
which might have been so prosecuted, if this act 
had not been made, unless the offender shall 
have been prosecuted for such offence under this 
act, and convicted or acquitted of such offence. 

** Sizth—Avy action or suit which shall 
be brought or commenced against any justice of 
the peace, constable, peace oflicer, or other officer 
or person, for any thing done or acted in pur- 
suance of this act, shall be commenced within 
six calendar months next after the fact com- 
mitted, and not afterwards; and the defendant 
in every such action or suit may plead the 
general issue, and give this act, and the special 
matter, in evidence at any trial to be had 
thereon; and if such action or suit shall be 
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| brought or commenced after the time limited for 
bringing the same, then the jury shall find a 
verdict for the defendant. 

Seventh—No person shall be prosecuted by 
virtue of this act for any thing done or committed 
contrary to the provisions hereinbefore contained, 
unless such prosecution shall be commenced 
within six calendar months after the offence was 
committed. 


CAP. UX. 


* An Act to prevent the administering or tating 
unlawful oaths. 


** WHEREAS divers wicked and evil-disposed per- 
sons have of late attempted to seduce others of Her 











Majesty’s subjects from their duty and allegiance to 
Her Majesty, and to incite them to acts of sedi- 
tion, and have attempted to give effect to their 
wicked and traitorous proceedings, by imposing 
upon the persons they have attempted to seduce 
the obligation of oaths, unlawfully administered: 
Be it enacted by the Governor, Legislative Coun- 
cil, and Assembly of this island, and it is hereby 
enacted by the authority of the same, as fol- 
lows: 

**First-—Every person who shall, in any man- 
ner or form whatsoever, administer, or cause to 
be administered, or be aiding or assisting at the 
administering of any oaths or engagement, pur- 
porting or intending to bind the person taking 
the same to commit any treason, arson, or mur- 
der, shall, on conviction thereof by due course of 
law, be liable to be kept in penal servitude for 
the term of his natural life, or for such term of 
years as the court before which he shall be tried 
shall adjudge. 

Second— Every person who shall, in any man- 
ner or form whatsoever, administer, or cause to 
be administere!, or be aiding or assisting at, or 
present at, and consenting to the administering 
or taking of any oath or engagement, purporting 
or intended to bind the person taking the same 
to engage in any mutinous or seditious purpose, 
or to disturb the public peace, or to be of any 
association, society, or confederacy, formed for 
any such purpose, or to obey the orders or com- 
mands of any committee or body of men, not 
lawfully constituted, or of any leader or com- 
mander, or other person not having authority of 
law for that purpose, or not to inform or give 
evideuce against any associate, confederate, or 
other person, or not to reveal or discover any 
unlawful combination or confederacy, or not to 
reveal or discover any illegal act done or to be 


done, or any illegal oath or engagement which 


may have been administered or tendered to, or 
taken by any such person, or to, or by any such 
other person, or the import of any such oath or 
engagement; and every person who shall take 
any such oath or engagement, not being com- 
pelled thereto, shall, ou conviction thereof by 
due course of law, be liable to be kept in penal 
servitude for any term of years not exceeding 
seven years. 

** Third—Compulsion shall not justify or ex- 
cuse any person taking such oath or engagement, 
unless he or she shall, within fourteen days after 
the taking thereof, if not prevented by actual 
foree or sickness, and then within fourteen days 
after the hindrance produced by such force or 
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sickness shall cease, declare the same, together 
with the whole of what he or she shall know 
touching the same, and the person or persons by 
whom and in whose presence, and when and 
where such oath or engagement was administered 
or taken, by information on oath before any 
justice of the peace, or in case the person taking 
such oath or engagement shall be in actual ser- 
vice in Her Majesty’s forces by sea or land, or in 
the militia or volunteer forces of this island, 
then by such information on oath as aforesaid, 
or by information to his commanding officer. 

«* Fourth—Every person who, before he shall 
be charged with any offence under this act, in 
taking any oath or engagement therein described, 
shall, within three months after the passing of 
this act, appear before some justice of the peace and 
declare the same, and the oath or engagement so 
taken, and when and where the same was 
taken, and in what manner, and who shall at 
the same time take before such justice of the 
peace the oath of allegiance to Her Majesty, shall 
be, and is hereby indemnified against any pros- 
ecution for any offence under this act; and no 
confession, so made by any such person, shall be 
given in evidence against the person making the 
same in any court, or in any case whatever. 

‘s Fifth—Any person aiding and assisting at 
the administering of any such oath or engage- 
ment as aforesaid, and any person causing any 
such oath or engagement to be administered, 
though not present at the administering thereof, 
shall be deemed a principal offender, and shall 
be tried as such, and, on conviction thereof by 
due course of law, be liable to be kept in penal 
servitude for the term of his natural life, or for 
such term of years as the court before which he 
shall be tried shall adjudge, although the person 
or persons who actually administered such oath 
or engagement, if any such there shall be, shall 
not have been tried or convicted. 

 Sixth—Lt shall not be necessary in any in- 
dictment against any person administering, or 
causing to be administered or taken, or taking 
any such oath or engagement as aforesaid, or 
aiding or assisting at, or present at, and con- 
senting to the administering or taking thereof, 
to set forth the words of such oath or engage- 
ment, and that it shall be sufficient to set forth 
the purport of such oath or engagement, or some 
material part thereof. 

“ Seventh—Any engagement or obligation 
whatsoever in the nature of an oath, purporting 
or intending to bind the person taking the same, 
to commit any treason, arson, or murder, shall 
be deemed an oath within the intent and mean- 
ing of this Act. in whatever form or manner the 
same shall be administered or taken, and whether 
the same shall be actually administered by any 
person or persons to any other person or persons, 
or taken by any other person or persons, with- 
out any administration thereof by any other 
person or persons. 

*s Fighth—Any person who shall be tried and 
acquitted, or convicted of any offence against 
this act, shall not be liable to be indicted, pros- 
ecuted, or tried again for the same offence or 
fact as high treason, or misprision of high trea- 
son, and that nothing in this act contained shall 
be construed to extend to prohibit any person, 
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guilty of any offence against this act, from being 
tried for the same as high treason, or misprision of 
high treason, in.such manner as if this act had 
not been made. 

** Ninth—If any person or persons shall at 
any time be sued or prosecuted for any thing 
by him or them done or executed in pursance of, 
or by colour of this act, or of any matter or 
thing herein contained, such action or prosecu- 
tion shall be commenced within the space of six 
months next after the offence shall have been 
committed, and such person or persons shall and 
may plead the general issue, and give the special 
matter in evidence for his or their defence; and 
if, upon trial, a verdict shall pass for the defend- 
ant or defendants, or the plaintiff shall be non- 
suited, or shall discontinue his or their suit or 
prosecution, or if judgment be given for the 
defendant or defendants upon demurrer other- 
wise, such defendant or defendants shall have full 
costs to him or them, to be awarded against the 
plaintiff or plaintiffs. 

‘¢ Tenth—The third, fourth, and fifth sections 
of the act of the fourth George the Fourth, 
chapter thirteen, shall be, and the same are 
hereby repealed.” 


ANNO REGNI VICESIMO NONO VICTORLE REGINA, 


CAP. X. 

Jamaica, ss. 

‘An Act to provide for the trial and punish- 
ment of offences committed during martial 
law, und within a limited period thereafter. 

** WHEREAS, it is necessary to provide for the 

trial and punishment of offences committed 

during and after martial law for a limited pe- 
riod: Be it therefore enacted by the Governor, 

Legislative Council, and Assembly of this island: 

‘* First—That from and after the passing of 
this act all offences, whether acts, or language of 

a seditious or rebellious character, or tending to 

excite to sedition or rebellion, committed during 

the existence of martial law, and within six 
months thereafter, whether in districts in which 
martial Jaw was proclaimed, or in any other 
districts of this island, shall be tried and deter- 
mined by a military tribunal, in the same man« 
ner and form, and with the same pains and 
penalties, during such period as aforesaid, as if 
martial law existed in the said districts: Pro- 
vided, militia or volunteer officers may be mem- 
bers of such tribunal: And provided also, That 
nothing in this act contained shalt be construed 
to authorize the military authorities aforesaid 
to arrest persons charged with, or suspected of 
any of the offences aforesaid, but that all pro- 
ceedings upon such charges or suspicion, until 
commitment to a district court-martial for trial 
shall be had and taken according to the ordi- 
nary law heretofore in force. 

** Passed the Assembly, this 22nd day of No- 

vember 1865. 

‘“* CHARLES HAMILTON Jackson, Speaker. 

* Passed the Legislative Council, this 5th day 

of December 1865. 
‘** SamUEL RENNALLS, 

** Clerk of the Legislative Council. - 
**T consent, this 7th day of December 1865. 
“E. Eyre, 

“6 VERA COPIAEXTUR,” ij 
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CAP. Il. 
An Act to alter and amend the Political Consti- 
tution of this Island. 


«“ Whereas it is necessary to alter the present 
olitical constitution of this island: Be it enacted 
y the Governor, Legislative Council, and Assem- 

bly of this island, and it is hereby enacted by the 

authority of the same : . 

«¢ First—That from and after the coming into 
operation of this act, the present legislative 
council, and house of assembly, and all and 
every the functions and privileges of those two 
bodies respectively shall cease and determine 
absolutely. 

** Second—That in the place and stead of the 
present legislative council, and house of assembly, 
there shall be constituted and established one 
chamber, to be called the legislative chamber. 

*¢ Third—That such legislative chamber shall 
consist of twenty-four members, one-half of 
whom shall be nominated and appointed by Her 
Majesty, and of such half, not more than one 
shall be a holder of any oflice of emolument, and 
whose seat in such chamber shall, upon his 
ceasing to hold such office of emolument, ipso 
facto become vacant; and the other half of such 
legislative chamber shall consist of members 
elected in this island, in the following propor- 
tions; that is to say, four for the county of 
Cornwall, four for the county of Middlesex, 
three for the county of Surry, exclusive of the 
city of Kingston, and one for the city of Kings- 
ton; but no person holding any office of emolu- 
ment in this island, other than members of the 
executive committee, shall be eligible for election 
as any such member: And within this island 
and its dependencies, sach legislative chamber 
shall have, use, exercise and enjoy the same 
powers, privileges, rights and immunities as the 
present legislative council and house of assembly, 
or either of them, have heretofore at any time 
legally used, exercised and enjoyed, together 
with such other rights, privileges and immunities 
as are by this act conferred. 

** Fourth—That it shall be lawful for Her Ma- 
jesty to authorize the Governor, in the event of 
pny vacancy arising from time to time in the 
number of members so nominated, to summon, 
in Her Majesty's name, such other person, 


qualified as herein mentioned, as Her Majesty | 


shall approve, to fill tle vacancy so arising in 
such legislative chamber: And it shall be lawful 
for the Governor, in the event of any vacancy in 
the number of the members so elected, forthwith, 
on message from the legislative chamber to that 
effect, to issue a writ for the election of any 
person qualified as hereinafter mentioned, to fill 
such vacancy: Provided, That at any time 
within six months from the reduction of the 
number of the legislative chamber below the 
number of twenty-four, either by death or dis- 
qualification under this act, it shall be lawful 
for the continuing members of the said chamber 
to exercise all the powers existing in them: 
And every person who shall be so summoned or 
elected shall, by virtue of such summons or 
election, become a member of the legislative 
*chamber: Provided, That no person shall be 
appointed or elected to the legislative chamber, 
who shall not be of the full age of twenty-one 
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years, and a natural born or naturalized subject 
of Her Majesty, nor unless (save in regard to 
the office-holding member) he shall be possessed, 
in his own right, or in his wife’s right, of free- 
hold estate in this island, producing to him a 
clear annual income of three hundred pounds, or 
shall possess a clear income, derivable from 
salary, business or profession, of not less than 
five hundred pounds per annum, or shall pay 
taxes to the extent of thirty pounds per annum ; 
ani that no person shall be qualified to be or 
remain a member of the legislative chamber who 
shall have a judgment entered of record against 
him in the office of the supreme court of this 
island, and which sha!l remain unsatisfied. 

* Fifth—That the members of the legislative 
chamber shall not have any immunity from 
arrest for debt or other civil process. 

* Sizth—That nothing in this act shall be 
construed to effect or take away any of the 
powers or authorities of the Privy Council, as a 
Privy Council, or advising Council to the Governor, 
now exercised, enjoyed and holden by such 
Privy Council, nor to prevent Her Majesty from 
nominating and appointing such persons as to 
her shall seem fit, nor to limit the power of Her 
Majesty to select, appoint or remove any of such 
Privy Councillors, as to Her Majesty shall seem 
meet. 

** EXECUTIVE COMMISSIONERS OR COMMITTEE. 

* Seventh—That it may be lawful for Her 
Majesty to appoint, from time to time, from 
Great Britain or Ireland, to the said legislative 
chamber, as a member thereof, at a salary not 
exceeding three thousand pounds sterling per 
annum, any fit and proper person, being of ad- 
ministrative and financial experience and ability, 
for the assistance of the Governor in the general 
administration of the finances of this island and 
otherwise, and to perform the duties which are 
now by law imposed upon the executive com- 
mittee: Provided, That the number of the said 
legislative chamber shall never exceed twenty- 
four in the whole. 

* Highth—That in the event of Her Majesty not 
appointing more than one commissioner, it shall 
be lawful for the Governor to appoint one mem- 
ber of the legislative chamber to be associated 
with such commissioner as an executive com- 
mittee, which latter member shall receive eight 
hundred pounds per annum, as fixed by the 
seventeenth Victoria, chapter twenty-nine; or, 
in the event of Her Majesty not appointing any 
commissioner at all, it shall be lawful for the 
Governor to appoint two members of the legis- 
lative chamber (not being the official member) 
to be an executive committee, with emoluments 
as fixed by seventeenth Victoria, chapter twenty- 
nine; and such committee shall have the same 
powers, duties and responsibilities towards the 
Governor and the new legislative chamber, as 
are provided for under the act for the better 
government of the island (seventeenth Victoria, 
chapter twenty-nine) uutil the meeting of the 
new legislative chamber, and until some other 
provision shall be made by such chamber in lieu 
thereof: Provided always, That it shall be ime 
perative upon the Governor to submit this ques- 
tion to their consideration within one week after 
the first meeting of the new legislative chamber, 
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** Ninth—That in case of the absence from 
this island, or at the death of any such person 
so appointed from Great Britain or Ireland, by 
Her Majesty, it may be lawful for the Governor 
to appoint some fit and proper person from 
amongst the members of the legislative chamber, 
to discharge the duties of such person during 
such absence or vacancy, until such person shall 
have returned to this island, or until the vacancy 
shall have been filled up by Her Majesty. 

“* Tenth—That the said legislative chamber 
shall meet and sit for the despatch of business 
at least once in every year, and shall be sum- 
moned in the manner heretofore adopted in call- 
ing the legislature; but it shall be lawful for 
the Governor to call such chamber together at 
any time occasion shall require; and such legis- 
lative chamber shall have power to adjourn from 
time to time, but not for any longer period than 
one fortnight, except by permission of the Go- 
vernor. 

 Eleventh—That no member of the legislative 
chamber shall be permitted to sit or vote therein 
until he shall have taken and subscribed the fol- 
lowing oath or affirmation before the Governor, 
or some other person or persons authorized by 
him to administer the same: 


**¢7, A, B, do solemnly and sincerely swear 
(or affirm) that I will be faithful and bear 
true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Vic- 
toria, as lawful sovereign of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
of this island; and that I will defend her to 
the utmost of my power against all traitorous 
conspiracies, and attempts whatever, which 
shall be made against her person, crown 
and dignity ; and that I will do my utmost 
endeavour to disclose and make known to 
Her Majesty, her heirs and successors, all 
treasons and traitorous conspiracies, and 
attempts which I shall know to be against 
her, or any of them; and all this I do 
swear (or affirm), without any equivocation, 
mental evasion, or secret reservation: And 
I do further swear (or affirm) that I am 
qualified by (state qualification) being one 
of the qualifications required by an act en- 
titled ** An Act’ (title of this act); (and in 
the case of an elected member) and I do 
swear (or affirm) that I obtained my elec- 
tion bond fide, and without improper influ- 
ences used either by myself, or by any other 
person with my assent or concurrence.”’ 


*¢ Trwelfth—Kach member shall, at the annual 
meeting of the chamber, before taking his seat 
and voting thereat, be sworn to the qualification 
which he shall then possess. 


DISSOLUTION. 


* Thirteenth—That at the expiration of seven 
years after the first meeting of such legislative 
chamber, and on the expiration of every succeed- 
ing seven years, the nominated and elected mem- 
bers of sucli chamber shall absolutely cease to 
hold their seats as such nominated and elected 
members ; and it shall be lawful for the Governor, 
at any time he thinks fit, to dissolve such cham- 
ber in like manner as he may now dissolve the 
house of assembly; and upon the expiration of 
every such period of seven years as aloresaid, or 
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upon any such dissolution as aforesaid, within 
one month thereafter respectively, the Governor 
shall, and he is hereby required to issue writs 
for the election of persons qualified, as by this 
act is required, to serve in the said legislative 
chamber ; and the Governor shall in like manner, 
and within the period of two weeks after the re- 
turn of such elections as aforesaid, nominate and 
appoint twelve persons qualified as hereinbefore 
provided, as members of the said legislative 
chamber, for and on behalf of Her Majesty. 

* Fourteenth—That until such elections have 
taken place, and nominations have been made on 
such lapse of seven years, or on such dissolution, 
no members shall exercise any functions as 
members of such legislative chamber. 

* Fifieenth—That it shall be lawful for the 
legislative chamber to elect a member of the 
said legislative chamber to be president thereof, 
and in like manner, from time to time, as, and 
when any vacancy shall arise, by death or other- 
wise, to appoint another member of the legisla- 
tive chamber to be president in lieu and stead of 
the person ceasing to be president; and the pre- 
sident for the time being shall be entitled to re- 
ceive from the public treasury a salary at and 
after the rate of six hundred pounds per annum ; 
and such president shall have the right of speak- 
ing upon any question which may arise before 
the chamber, or any committee thereof, but shall 
not have the right of voting, except where, upon 
a division, the numbers shall be equal, when the 
president shall give the casting vote. 


ABSENCE OR DEATH. 


** Sizteenth—That if any member of the legis- 
lative chamber shall die during a recess, his 
seat shall be declared vacant; or if any such 
member shall be absent during the session or 
sessions of any one particular year, without leave 
of absence fom the legislative chamber, such 
member's seat may be vacated, and the Governor 
shall forthwith appoint a person to fill such 
vacancy, or issue a writ of election, as the case 
may require. 


DISQUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS, 


** Seventeenth—That if any member of the 
legislative chamber shall not be, or shall cease 
to be qualified as herein provided, or shall be- 
come bankrupt, or shall be declared an insolvent, 
or shall become, or shall have been a public de- 
faulter, or shall have been, or shall be convicted 
of felony, or of any infamous crime, or, in case 
of an elected member, shall have dishonestly and 
by means’ of improper influences by himself or 
by any other person, with his assent or concur= 
rence, obtained his seat as such member, such 
seat in such chamber shall, in any of such cases, 
become vacant; and any question arising in ree 
spect of any such matter, or any cause of dis- 
qualification, shall be inquired of by the legisla- 
tive chamber, and be by them heard and deter- 
mined: Provided, That if any member of the 
legislative chamber shall, for two consecutive 
months, cease or omit to give his attendance in the 
said legislative chamber, his seat therein shall 
thereby become vacant, notwithstanding any per- 
mission or leave of absence which may have been 





| given to such member. 














ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER, 


VOTING CLAUSES. 


‘* Highteenth—That every male person of the 
age of twenty-one years, and who is not affected 
by any legal incapacity, or convicted of any 
felony or offence in this act mentioned, shall be 
entitled to vote for the election of members of 
the legislative chamber, provided he possesses 
one or other of the following qualifications, 
namely : 


* Ist. Any freehold land, as owner or trustee 
in actual possession, or cestui que trust in 
actual possession, or mortgagee in posses- 
sion, or in actual possession in right of his 


wife, the clear annual value of which shall | 


not be less than thirty pounds, and in re- 
spect of which land, all public and parochial 
taxes then due have been paid in full. 


“2nd. Or who shall be in the receipt of a. 
yearly salary of not less than one hundred 


pounds, and on whose claim to vote there 
shall be impressed a stamp of twenty shil- 
lings. 

“3rd. Or who shall have paid, on or before 
the thirtieth September preceding his claim 
to vote, taxes to the amount of five tore er 
on property bond fide his own, and which 
shall have been in his possession at least 
three months before such payment, and 
which payment of five pounds shall be 
vouched by the certificate of the collector of 
dues to that effect. 

“4th. Or export duties to the like amount on 
produce, the growth and manufacture of his 
own estate or plantation, the payment of 
which amount of duties shall be vouched by 
the declaration of export and certificates of 
the officer or officers of customs at the port 
or ports from which the produce shall have 
been exported which duties for the purposes 
of this act shall be deemed to be taxes. 


** Nineteenth—That in respect to the qualifi- 
cation to vote on payment of taxes, no claim to 
vote shall in any case be required to be regis- 
tered by the claimant to vote, but that it shall 
be the duty of the collector of dues of each 
parish, within twenty days after the proclamation 
of this act, to make out, for elections for the year 


one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, a list | 


of all persons who shall have paid taxes on the 
thirtieth September last to the extent of five 
pounds and upwards, and in respect to those 
who, having paid one moiety on or before thir- 
tieth September last, and shall have paid the 
other moiety on or before the tenth February, one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, both 
moieties amounting to five pounds or upwards ; 
and to subscribe and swear to the truth of such 
list as aforesaid in duplicate, one of which dupli- 
eate lists sha!l be delivered to the clerk of the 
vestry by such collector of dues, and the other 
affixed to the door of the court-house of the 
parish, within the aforesaid twenty days, by the 
collector of dues 

“ Twentieth—It shall be the duty of the col- 
lector of dues of each parish, on the first Novem- 
ber, or within five days thereafter, in the year 
ome thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, for 
elections in the year one thousand eight hundred 
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and sixty-seven, and on the first day of Novem- 
ber, or within five days thereafter, in every sub- 
sequent year respectively, to make out an alpha- 
betical list, in duplicate, of all persons who have 
paid into his office taxes to the extent of five 
pounds or upwards, up to the preceding thirtieth 
September, for the year immediately preceding 
the thirtieth September in each year; and it 
shall also be the duty of such collector of dues, 
on the first November, or within five days there- 
after, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six, and in every subsequent year, to 
subscribe and swear to the truth of such lists in 
duplicate respectively, and to deliver one of such 
| duplicates so subscribed and sworn to as afore- 
said to the clerk of the vestry, and to affix the 
other of such lists to the door of the court-house 
of the parish in each such year respectively, 
within such space of five days. 

** Twenty-first—That no person shall be en- 
titled to vote on the qualification of freehold or 
salary for elections in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-six, or for elections in 
any subsequent year, unless he shall, within 
twenty days after the proclamation of this act, 
in the case of elections in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-six, or prior to the first 
November in the year one thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-six, for elections in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-seven, and 
prior to the first of November in every subse- 

uent year, have, by himself or his attorney, in 
the case of his absence from the island, duly re- 
gistered his claim to vote for elections in any 
| such year respectively; that is to say, on free- 








; hold by a claim without any stamp, and on sa- 


‘lary with an impressed stamp of twenty shil- 
lings, subscribed and sworn or affirmed to by him 
| in the form hereunto annexed. 

** Twenty-second—That it shall be the duty of 
the clerk of the vestry, within twenty days after 
' the proclamation of this act, and on the first 
| November, or within seven days thereafter, in 
each year, after the passing of this act, to make 
out an alphabetical list in duplicate of all per - 
sons who shall, within such period of twenty 
days aforesaid, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six, or prior to the first No- 
vember in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-six, and in each subsequent year, have 
duly registered in his office claims to vote on 
freehold or salary, and also to subscribe and 

swear to the truth of such lists. 
Twenty-third—That it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of the vestry, so soon as he shall receive 
from the collector of dues any such duplicate list, 
as aforesaid, forthwith to transfer to, and insert 
in a register of voters of the parish, to be kept 
by him for elections in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-six, and for each subse- 
quent year, the name of every person mentioned 
in such list as a voter on taxes, and forthwith 
also, thereupon, to transfer to, and insert in the 
said register of voters of the parish for the year- 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and 


of every person mentioned in the list prepared by 
the said clerk of the vestry, as a voter on free- 
hold or salary, and such register for the year 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six, and 





for each subsequent year respectively, the names. 
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each subsequent year, shall be the guide of the 
returning officer at elections, which register shall 
be in duplicate, subscribed and sworn to by such 
clerk of the vestry; and one of such duplicate 
lists shall forthwith be affixed to the door of the 
court-house of the parish, and the other shall 
be kept by him in his office, and open to inspec- 
tion. ° 

“ Twenty-fourth—That no person shall be en- 
titled to vote, in respect of more than one of such 
qualifications, as by this act provided, in any 
county, or in Kingston ; nor shall any person be 
entitled to vote at any election for members for 
the county of Cornwall, unless he shall be duly 
registered as a voter in some parish of the county 
of Cornwall; or for the county of Middlesex, 
unless he shall be duly registered as a voter in 
some parish of the county of Middlesex ; or for 
the county of Surry, unless he shall be duly re- 
gistered as a voter in some parish of the county 
of Surry, exclusively of Kingston; or for King- 
ston, untess he shall be duly registered as a voter 
in Kingston. 

* Twenty-fifth—That any voter at the time of 
recording his vote may be sworn by the return- 
ing officer, and required to state, on oath, whe- 
ther the property on which he claims to vote was 
bond fide acquired by him, or was fictitiously 
transferred to him; and if it shall appear there- 
after that such property was fictitiously trans- 
ferred, and was not bond fide acquired, such pro- 
perty shall be deemed forfeited to the Crown. 


WRITS OF ELECTION. 


* Twenty-sizth—That upon the coming into 
operation of this act, the Governor may and 
shall cause writs to issue in the usual form, di- 
rected to the provost-marshal-general, for the 
election of four good and lawful men to represent 
each of the counties of Cornwall, and Middlesex, 
and also for the election of three good and law- 
ful men to represent the county of Surry, other 
than, and exclusive of the city and parish of 
Kingston ; and also for the election of one yood 
and lawful man to represent the city and parish 
of Kingston, and to serve as members of the 
legislative chamber: Provided, That there shall 
bein every instance twenty-one days between 
the ¢este and the return of such several writs : 
And the Governor shall appoint and alter and 
vary the several towns and other places in 
which polling-places shall be held and the votes 
taken; and the Governor shall also appoiat some 
central or other place where the list of voters 
taken at each polling-place may be opened as 
hereinafter provided: Provided, That due notice 
shall be given in the ‘Gazette by Authority,’ at 
least fourteen days before such election shall take 
place, of the times and of the several places ap- 
pointed for taking the votes and holding the 
elections; and of the time and place at which 
the several lists of voters are to be opened, and 
notices of the several places and times of taking 
the elections shall be printed and distributed and 
posted upon or near to the doors of each church 
and court-house, and on such other places as the 
police shall be directed to post or put up the same 
at least five days before each election. 

** T'wenty-seventh — That all elections under 
this act sha!l commence between the hours of 
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nine and ten in the morning, and close at four in 
the afternoon of the same day, at which time the 
poll or list of voters shall be at each polling- 
place sealed up in the presence of not less than 
three electors, who, with the returning officer, 
shall respectively affix their signature and seal 
tosuch return; and the same shall, on the fol- 
lowing or other day to be appointed, be produced 
by such returning officer at the central or other 
place appointed for that purpose; and the pro- 
vost-marshal, or his lawful deputy, being then 
and there present, and the said several polls or 
list of voters being there also present, the same 
shall be opened, and the lists cast up in the pre- 
sence of the said provost-marshal or his lawful 
deputy, and of not Jess than three electors ; and 
the list of voters of the city and parish of Kings- 
ton shall in like manner be attested and sealed 
after the poll shall have been taken, and in like 
manner produced on the following or other day 
to be appointed at the court-house in the said 
city and parish of Kingston; and the provost- 
marshal or his lawful deputy, being then pre- 
sent at such central or other place, shall there- 
upon declare who has been duly elected, and 
make return accordingly, in the form and man- 
ner heretofore adopted in the return of members 
of assembly, or as near thereto as the case will 
admit. 


PERJURY. 


 Twenty-eighth—Any person making a wil- 
fully false statement of any particular, or in any 
respect in any oath or declaration, or affirmation 
by this act required to be made, or giving a 
wilfully false answer in any respect to any ques- 
tion by this act authorized to be asked, and re- 
quired to be answered on oath or declaration or 
affirmation, shall be liable to be punished on con- 
viction, with all the pains and penalties with 
which wilful perjury is by law made punish- 
able. 

“ Twenty-ninth — That the fourth section of 
the twenty-second Victoria, chapter eighteen, so 
much of the ninth section thereof as relates to 
the stamp of ten shillings, and the twenty-eighth 
Victoria, chapter two, and all other sections or 
parts of sections in the twenty-second Victoria, 
chapter eighteen, as are inconsistent with, or 
repugnant to the provisions of this act, are 
hereby repealed. 

** Thirtieth --That from and after this act 
shall come into operation, so much of the seven- 
teenth Victoria, chapter twenty-nine, as is re- 
pugnant to, or is inconsistent with this act, 
shall be and stand repealed. 

** Thirty-first—That the clerk and the libra- 
rian to the legislative council, and the clerk and 
the librarian to the house of assembly, do, each 
of them severally, upon the demand, in writing, 
of the president of the legislative chamber, de- 
liver up to such person or persons as the said 
president shall appoint to receive the same, all 
the library and other books, and books of ac- 
count, papers, vouchers, documents, plats, and 
all other writings belonging or appertaining to 
their offices respectively, or which shall have 
come to their hands while in the execution of 
their duties as such clerks and librarians re- 
spectively, under the penalty of fifty pounds for 











each and every neglect cr refusal so to do, which 
said penalty shall be recovered summarily before 
any two or more justices of the peace of the 
parish where such neglect or refusal shall have 
taken place: And in like manner, and under a 
like penalty, and in the same way recoverable, 
the sergeant at-arms to the house of assembly 
shall deliver to such person as the president of 
the legislative chamber shall appoint to receive 
the same, the mace to the house of assembly be- 
longing. 

** Thirty-second — That the clerk and other 
officers of the new legislative chamber shall be 
selected from the officers of the present legisla- 
tive council and assembly. 

“ Thirty-third—That the words ‘office of 
emoluments,’ as used in this act, shall be under- 
stood to mean any office of emolument held 
under the crown of England, or under the go- 
vernment of this island, or under the authority 
of any Act of Parliament of England, or of this 
island, or under any parochial or other public 
body constituted under any act of this island. 

“ Thirty-fourth—That no appointments or 
commissions, and no orders for the payment of 
money under this act, shall be liable to the im- 
position of any stamp duties whatever. 

“ Thirty-fifth—That all penalties and for- 
feitures under this act shall be recoverable in a 
summary manner before any two justices of the 
peace, and one-third of such penalty and for- 
feiture shall go to the informer, or the party 
suing for the same, who shall be a competent 
witness respectively, and the residue shall go to 
the Crown towards the support of the govern- 
ment of this is!and. 

“ Thirty-sizth—That this act shall not come 
into operation until the same shall have received 
Her Majesty’s royal assent, and a proclamation 
that such assent has been given shall have been 
made by the governor; and upon and imme- 
diately after such proclamation, this act, and 
every clause and thing therein contained, shall 
commence and take effect. 


** Passed the Assembly this fifth day of Dec., 1865. 
“ CHartes Hamitton Jackson, Speaker. 


* Passed the Legislative Council this seventh day 
of December 1865. 
* SamvueL RENNALLS, Clerk of the 
Legislative Council. 


‘I consent, this seventh day of December, 1865.” 





The following Bill was brought into the 
Jamaica House of Assembly, in lieu of 
the Bill for the regulation of places of 
worship, which was withdrawn : 


A Bill to preserve the Public Worship of God 
Srom scandalous abuses, superstitious practices, 
and seditious purposes. 


Wii “:REAs numbers of persons of immoral lives 
and gross ignorance have taken upon themselves 
the title of preachers of God’s word, and without 
authority from or connection with any recognised 
body of Christians, assumed to themselves the 
functions of the ministry, and have, under the 
guise of religion, misled their followers into acts 
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of insubordination, treason, and rebellion: And 
whereas the recent outbreaks arose in a locality 
where their influence was fe!t, and many of 
these false teachers and preachers were found to 
have been ringleaders in active rebellion, and to 
have been previously preaching discontent and 
sedition: And whereas such false teachings and 
pretended religious services are a great scandal 
to the Christian religion, and subversive of the 
moral and spiritual welfare of society, and dan- 
gerous to the public peace, and it is necessary to 
prevent in future the causes which led to the 
late rebellion, so far as they can be ascertained, 
and to repress them where they may still exist, 
but yet so as not to curb or restrain true religious 
liberty ; Be it therefore enacted by the governor, 
legislative council, and assembly of this island, 
as follows: 

First—That nothing in this Act contained 
shall affect any duly ordained and recognised 
minister of the United Church of England and 
Ireland, the Church of Scotland, the Roman- 
Catholic church, or the Jewish faith; nor shall 
in any way affect the people usually called 
Quakers, or those called Plymouth Brethren; 
nor shall it affect any places hitherto, now, or 
hereafter to be used by such persons as places of 
public religious worship in this island. 

** Second—That nothing in this Act shall pre- 
judicially affect any minister or ministers of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society, the 
Baptist Missionary Society, the London Missio- 
nary Society, or the United-Methodist Free 
Church Missions of England, the United Pres- 
byterian Missionary Society of Scotland, the 
Moravian churches, or the American Missionary 
Association, either sent out or recognised by any 
such Society, or ordained as a minister by any 
duly registered minister, in accordance with the 
usages of such Society: Provided, That a certi- 
ficate and declaration, according to form A, be 
made and signed before some justice of the peace 
for this island, and forwarded to the island Secre- 
tary for registration. 

** Third—That nothing in this Act contained 
shall prejudically affect any lay-preacher, deacon, 
or leader, Sunday-school teacher, or member of 
any congregation or assembly presided over, or 
under the charge of any minister exempted from 
the operations of this Act, or of a duly registered 
minister, who shall act under the directions or 
appointment of such minister for the time being, 
in the conducting of religious worship or Sabbath- 
schools: Provided, That such direction and ap- 
pointment shall be given in writing, and sub- 
scribed by such minister, but that such autho- 
rity shall be revocable by such minister or 
ministers at any time, as he shall seem fit: 
And should any person presume to act upon 
such authority after it has been revoked, he 
shall be subject to the pains and penalties pro- 
vided in this Act for unauthorised preachers and 
teachers. 

** Fourth—That nothing in this Act containel 
shall prejudicially affect, for the space of [sia] 
months after his arrival in this island, any 
visitor to this island, who shall be introduced or 
recommended to any congregation by any minister 
so exempted as aforesaid, or by any registered 
minister as aforesaid. 
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“ Fifth—That nothing in this Act contained 
shall prejudicially affect any place heretofore or 
now used, or hereafter to be used as a place of 
public religious worship, by any such duly re- 
gistered minister as aforesaid: Provided, That 
any such place of worship shall be duly registered 
according to the form B to this Act annexed. 

* Sizth—That this Act shall not affect persons 
assembling in any house for the purposes of 
family prayer or domestic religious worship, at 
which there shall not be more than per- 
sons, besides the immediate family and servants 
of the person residing in the said house or pre- 
mises in which such meeting shall be held: Pro- 
vided, That such meeting shall be bond fide for 
the purposes of family prayer, or domestic reli- 
gious worship, and no other. 

*¢ Seventh—That any person who shall, in vio- 
lation of the purposes of this Act, give, or pro- 
duce for registration, or cause to be registered, 
any false or revoked certificate, qualification, 
credential, direction or appointment, or make any 
false declaration for any purpose required by this 
Act, shall, upon conviction of the same before 
one or more justices of the peace, be punishable 
by fine of not more than [fifty] pounds, and not 
less than [ten] pounds; or, in default of pay- 
ment, to imprisonment for a period not less than 
[siz] months, or more than fft00] years, with ‘or 
without hard labour. 

“Bighth—That it shall not be lawful for any 
person not excepted from the operation of this 
Act, or duly registered in accordance with this 
Act, to hold himself out as, or pretend to be a 
minister of the Gospel, or to assume, or pretend 
to assume, the office or any of the functions of a 
minister of the Gospel, or to receive any money 
as such; and any such person who shall thus 
hold himself out, or pretend to, or assume, or 
pretend to assume such functions as aforesaid, 
shall be liable to a penalty of not exceeding [ fifty] 
pounds, nor less than [ten] pounds, to be re- 
covered before any two justices of the peace, or 
any other competent court in this island; or, in 
default thereof, to imprisonment for any period 
not exceeding [two] years, nor less than [six] 
months, with or without hardlabour; and if any 
such person shall, so holding himself out es,or 
pretending to be such minister, or assuming, or 
pretending to assume, or exercise such functions 
as aforesaid, make any collection, or receive any 
money as such minister, he shall for such offence 
be deemed and held to have obtained money by 
means of false pretences, and be punished accord- 
ingly. 

“ Ninth—That it shall be lawful for any 
minister duly recognised by this Act, on the 
conclusion of Divine worship by him, to desire 
the congregation peacefully to separate and de- 
part; and any person or persons refusing or 
neglecting so to depart, within a period of twenty 
minutes, shall,on complaint thereof before any 
justice of the peace, be liable to a penalty of 
[ten] pounds, and not less than [one] pound, or 
not exceeding [¢wo] years’ and not less than 
[three] months’ imprisonment, with or without 
hard labour. 


“ Tenth—That any congregation or meeting 
of persons not excepted from the operations of 
this Act, and not under the care of some church 
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society, mission church, association, or other 
body duly registered by this Act, and not pre- 
sided over by some duly registered minister, or 
other person also exempted from the operation 
of this Act, and all congregations or meetings for 
the purpose of holding wakes over the dead, or 
other superstitious practices, shall be deemed to 
be an unlawful assembly: and it shall be lawfal 
on the complaint of any householder, for any 
policeman or constable, and they are hereby re- 
quired to disperse such meeting ; and if the per- 
sons so assembled shall, on being required to do 
so, not thereupon separate and depart, they, or 
any of them, shall be liable to a penalty not ex- 
ceeding [twenty] pounds, and not less than [one] 
pound, to be recovered before any justice of the 
peace, or any criminal court; or, in default 
thereof, to imprisonment for a period not exceed- 
ing [¢wo] years, and not less than [three] months, 
with or without hard labour. 

Eleventh—That it shall be lawful for any 
justice of the peace, or peace-oflicer, to demand 
of any person preaching, conducting, or presiding 
at any meeting of public religious worship, and 
not being a minister of the gospel within the 
meaning of this Act, the name of the minister 
by whom he has been authorized to act; and if 
such person shall not give any such name, or 
shall not truly state such name, he shall be 
punishable by fine of not less than [ten] pounds, 
and not exceeding [fifty] pounds, to be recovered 
summarily before any two justices of the peace; 
or, in default thereof, to not exceeding [two] 
years’ and not less than [siz] months’ imprison- 
ment, with or without hard labour, and there- 
after, on conviction, be debarred from again 
exercising any such functions. 

Twelfth—That it shall be the duty of the 
island Secretary, and he is hereby required, on 
the production of any certificate, credential, or 
declaration, verified as required by this Act, or 
upon the production of a declaration made before 
any justices of the peace for this island, to 
register, free of all charge, in a book to be kept 
for that purpose, the names of all such persons 
so claiming to be registered as ministers of the 
gospel, as provided by this Act, according to the 
form in schedule A hereunto annexed; and aiso 
in like manner, and free of charge, to register, 
in a book to be kept for that purpose, the places, 
chapels, and other buildings represented by such 
ministers to be places of religious worship, or 
intended to be used as such, by or on behalf of 
any such society of Christians, according to the 
form in schedule B hereunto annexed: And 
that the island Secretary shall be entitled to 
receive from the island treasury, payment to be 
made to him at the same rate, and in the same 
manner, and at the same time, ashe is now 
entitled to receive payment for the registratio 
of marriages by Dissenting ministers. “ 

Thirteenth—That upon such registration the 
island Secretary shall make out and give to the 
person so registered a certificate of the registra- 
tion of such minister, or the place or places of 
religious worship so registered, as the case may 
be, in the forms C and D annexed, all wiich 
certificates shall be in lieu of receipts, and shall 
be exempt from stamp-duty. 

Vourteenth—That it shall be the duty 07 the 
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island Secretary to publish in the ‘“ Gazette by 
Authority,” in the months of January and July, 
in each year, after the passing of this Act, a 
copy of the register of such minister and places. 

Fifteenth—That any breach or omission of 
duty, contrary this Act, for which no special 
penalty or punishment has been provided, shall 
be punishable summarily before any two justices 
of the peace, or circuit court, or summarily 
before any two justices of the peace. 

Sixteenth—That all offences under this Act 
shall be deemed to be misdemeanors, and shall 
be prosecuted within six months after such 
offences ; and one moiety of all fines imposed by 
this Act shall be paid to the informer or prose- 
cutor, who shall be a competent witness, and the 
other moiety thereof to her Majesty, for the use 
of the government of this island. 

Seventeenth—That this Act shall not come 
into operation until it has received the sanction 
of Her Majesty, and has been published for a 
period of nct less than one in the several 
newspapers of this island, or in the ** Jamaica 
Gazette.” 


SCHEDULE OF FORMS UNDER THIS ACT. 
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I do solemnly and sincerely declare 


+] 
that the above form contains a just and true 
statement of the matters therein set forth, 
and that I am still recognised by such society 
as a minister of the gospel. 
C. D., justice of the peace. 
B. 





Name of Chapel. 
Parish and District. 
Name of Society to 


which it belongs. 
Date of Claim for 


Registration. 





Signature of Minister 
| Date of Registration. 
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I, do solemnly and sincerely declare 
that the above form contains a just and true 


statement of the matters therein contained, 
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and that the place above referred to is still 
used as a place of religious worship, in con- 
nection with such society. 


A.B. 
C. D., justice of the peace. 
C. 
I hereby certify, on this day of 18 


that A.B., of the parish of was duly 
registered as a minister of the gospel, in con- 
nection with, and now recognised by the 
society, [or ordained by a duly registered 
minister of the gospel, as the case may be]. 
Signed this day of 186 
A. B., island Secretary. 
D. 

I hereby certify that chapel, in the 
parish of was this day registered as a 
place of public religious worship, now in con- 
nection with society. 

Signed this day of 186 
A. B., island Secretary. 


VOTE OF CONDOLENCE TO MRS. 
GORDON. 

At a general meeting of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Soviety, held at No. 27, New Broad Street, 
E. C., London, on Friday, the 1st of De- 
cember 1865, Edmund Sturge, Esq., in the 
chair, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted, and the Secretary was 
instructed to forward a copy to Mrs. Gordon, 
and to advertise the same in the principal 
daily papers : 

‘‘The Committee of the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, having taken 
into consideration the melancholy and 
painful events which have occurred in 
your family, have appointed the under- 
signed to convey their sentiments of con- 
dolence and sympathy. 

‘¢ We have learned with unfeigned grief 
and intense sorrow of heart the affliction 








of your lamented husbaud. It is not our 
province to anticipate the verdict of our 
country and the age, on the process by 
which his death was compassed ; but we 
warinly assure you of our entire sympathy 
in this hour of domestic bereavement. 
May you feel strength and submission in 
the conviction, that fearful as this trial now 
seems, it may be blessed in the advance of 
the cause of freedom. May God uphold 
you when flesh and heart fail ; and in your 
solitude and memory of the past, may you 
have consolations which will prove abun- 
dant and sustaining. 

(Signed) Epmunp Srurce, 

Chairman of Committee, 
L. A. CHAMEROVZOW, Secretary, 
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which has fallen upon you, in the death’ 
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